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FROM THE OTHER
SIDE OF THE BENCH

Our very
own Jacob
and Joseph

BY DAVID SEIDEMANN

n a few days I'll be celebrating another
wedding anniversary with my wife.
And while it’s been a few years, when
we meet new people, we are still
asked, “So how did you meet? When did
you know? What was it that he or she did
that made you attracted to one another?”

Implicit in that question is the fact that
a husband and a
wife’s mere existence,
at least initially, is
insufficient to open
up the wellsprings of
love and emotion.
The love and emo-
tion, which after a
few years might be
fueled by the other’s
mere existence, ini-
tially is triggered by
an external act. Something about that
other person, beyond the fact that they
simply exist, served as the impetus for the
ensuing love.

Now contrast that with the following:
We have four beautiful daughters, thank
G-d. And yet no one has ever asked me,
“So where were you when you first fell in
love with your child?” No one ever asks, “so
what exactly was it that first attracted you
to your child?” No one ever asks if the love
I feel for my children was “love at first
sight, or developed over time?”

As powerful and as deep as the feel-
ings are between a husband and wife, the
relationship between parent and child is
different; deeper. It does not depend on
performance. And while some parents
might, G-d forbid, say they disown a child
or act as if they had, there is no mechanism

See OTHER SIDE, Page 5

David Seidemann is a partner with the
law firm of Seidemann & Mermelstein.
He can be reached at (718) 692-1013 and
at ds@Iawoftficesm.com.
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Congregation Beth Sholom of Lawrence beat Young Israel of North Woodmere 12-2 last Sunday in the championship
game of the intershul baseball league led by Commissioner Eli Dworetsky. More pictures on page 12

The internet goes kosher

With over 15,000 products and free delivery,
Kosher.com hopes to change the way we shop

BY MICHAEL ORBACH off pursuing the idea until two years ago when he

judged the market to be ready.

He originally thought to base Kosher.com out of
Gourmet Glatt Emporium in Cedarhurst so as to have a
source of fresh products with steady turnover. Negotia-
offering free delivery of over 15,000 kosher products in tions fell through when the
Nassau County, Manhattan, Riverdale and parts of the . See KOSHER, Page
Bronx and Brooklyn. Perhaps more importantly, after 11
two years of development and advances in packaging,
Kosher.com will be able to ship any of its goods world-

wide — a kosher food happening that may be =

the best thing since sliced challah.
'E LW, K gy (4,

On Monday, Cedarhurst becomes the center of the
online kosher world.
That’s the day the revamped Kosher.com goes live,

In the coming months, Kosher.com
plans to expand its free delivery area
to other parts of New York, New Jer-
sey and Connecticut.

Chairman Chesky Kauftheil
hatched the concept eight years
ago during the dotcom era but felt it
was “too early for its time.” He held
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Hon chocolate cake, Batman!

Counselors at Camp Nageela, JEP of Long Island's sleepaway camp,
raised more than $14,000 at a bake sale in order to help send Camp
Nageela campers to yeshiva. The bake sale will be in the Regency bun-
galow colony in the Catskills on the 21st and in Queens next week. For
more information call Sarah Henya Dienstag at 516-732-9221.

Five Towns students find
career opportunities in Israel

BY BARUCH SPIER gram were set up with an internship in

the field of their choice, with housing
arranged in a dormitory as part of the
deal. Yavneh Olami also brought the stu-
dents on Shabbatons and provided a
weekly group dinner.

“I'm really living here, doing every-
thing on my own, taking a bus with every-
one else working here,” said Carly Rothen-
berg in an interview several days before

Two Five Towns women have
returned from Israel after a summer spent
taking advantage of unique career oppor-
tunities there and strengthening their con-
nection to the land. Each had an intern-
ship with an Israeli company that was
arranged by Yavneh Olami’s Summer
Internship Program.

All participants in the six-week pro-

See FIVE TOWNS, Page 7

Tuition or
mortgage

Choosing public school
over homelessness

BY MAYER FERTIG

After years of talk about a tuition crisis,
many families that scrimped and sacrificed
to send children to yeshiva in the past have
hit a financial wall.

“Many children will end up in public
school as a result of all this,” said Rabbi
Shneur Wolowik, director of Chabad of the
Five Towns. He says he is inundated with
calls for help from parents who simply have
run out of options.

“Parents have to choose between having
a home foreclosed on or having a Jewish
education. It’s a very tough decision,” he
acknowledged.

An email he received this week from a
woman in the Five Towns outlined her situa-
tion: “They have two children, she’s preg-
nant with a third, they've all but cancelled
the babysitter, have two old cars and a very
simple home. She said it’s either tuition or
their home and they can’t be homeless. She
did the numbers with me and, unfortunate-
ly, she’s right.”

The children are now registered in pub-
lic school.

The mother of a 17 year-old girl told
The Jewish Star, “I registered my daughter
in public school yesterday... I can’t begin to
tell you what that moment was. It was hor-
rific.”

The girl, who lives with her mother in
the Five Towns, had gone to yeshiva her
whole life. Her father, who is legally obligat-
ed to pay tuition according to the terms of a
divorce decree, nonetheless elected to stop
paying just before her senior year in high
school and her mother lacked the means to
pay it alone. Yeshiva officials insisted that
the tuition must be paid anyway.

“I really understood their point of
view,” the mother said , “but there has to be
a way.”

In this case, there was.

“When I told my parents I'm not fight-
ing this anymore, I'm just putting [their
granddaughter] in public school, they hit
the roof,” the mother related.

Her parents “called in all their trump
cards,” and exerted enough pressure that
the school reversed its decision. An attorney
friend will represent the mother at trial to
try to force her ex-husband to pay up.

“What if someone doesn’t have the kind
of family I have, who can hustle and bustle
and make miracles?” she wondered. “I love
my children but they’re not worth more
than somebody else’s.”

Most schools contacted by The Jewish
Star said they did not know of any students
who would attend public school on account
of a family’s inability to pay tuition.

Hebrew Academy of Nassau County
(HANC) expects “to have a school full of
children for this coming year, despite these
tough times,” said President Lillian Borofsky.
Any family that requires assistance would
receive it, she said.

“That’s always been the policy and I
would imagine it’s always been the policy in
most yeshivot. I mean, come on, that’s the
business we're in.”

See TUITION, Page 3
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Running for Sarina

Edited by Miriam L. Wallach gl A Great Neck man and three friends joined 10,000 run-
' ners in a half-marathon Sunday to benefit Chai Lifeline

and Camp Simcha. They raised $13,000 in memory of his

baby daughter, Sarina (Sara Ruth Bat Ephraim z"l), who

Juli a Juli 6 benefited from Chai Lifeline’s services while hospitalized
9 in Minnesota. “They made it a priority to make sure that
we were taken care of, in terms of housing, meals,

and me schooling, and much more, while my daughter was hospi-

talized so far from home,” said Kami Kalaty, 33. He and
friends Tony Carmili, 32, of Kings Point; Joshua

Dear That's Life' Kashanian, 28, of Roslyn and Matt Livian 27, of Manhasset,
, ¢ all completed the race, running as Team Sarina. Livian,
I’s rare to see part of your | fagtest of the team, finished his run in 147:00. The
own life played out onscreen. . :
! S s runners were greeted and cheered on by friends, family
During my viewing of “Julie d b Fth hadi it Sari
and Julia,” a number of differ- and members of the Masha i community. Team arina .
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to be actual moments from my | =
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saying, “Bon Appetit!” in a
heavy accent nor have people
complimented me on my Boeuf
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hurled at Amy Adams (playing Marriage Engagement Birth
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Julie’s boss calls her into his
office after she’s basically been
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blog,” he tells her; she reassures
him that he won’t. Haven't I
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TUITION OR MORTGAGE

Continued from Page One

But it seems clear that
some parents whose backs are
to the wall financially are being
forced to make nearly impossi-
ble decisions.

“I have seen families
decide which children are
going to remain in yeshiva
based on age group,” said Mark
Honigsfeld, co-president of
Hebrew Academy of Five
Towns and Rockaway
(HAFTR). “There has been an
emphasis on grade school and
middle. Parents say, ‘I need my
kid to have a foundation.” You
can educate two lower school
kids for the price of one high
school kid. You get more bang
for your buck.”

HAFTR is facing “desperate
situations” that in previous
years were solved by fund rais-
ing. “In the past there were
always a couple of families who
quietly, lishma [for its own
sake], said, ‘O.K., I'll take care
of it,” he said. Now, “it’s like
the perfect storm.” Families
that always paid full tuition
and contributed to the scholar-
ship campaign themselves have
lost jobs and are struggling.

“We must take care of
those families first,” Honigsfeld
said firmly. “Difficult decisions
that have never had to be made
by the past two generations by

HAFTR, on the finance side,
must be made. We are, in
essence, playing G-d: who is
going to stay and who is going
to go.”

He couldn’t quantify how
many children who otherwise
might have attended HAFTR or
other yeshivas would instead
attend public school, but
Honigsfeld said HAFTR is
examining the possibility of
opening an afternoon Judaic
studies program.

“It used to be called Tal-
mud Torah,” he said, referring
to the after-school learning pro-
gram that educated genera-
tions of Jews before the advent
of yeshivas and day-schools.
“We're exploring it. I don’t
know if there’s a need for it.
We've heard from other yeshiv-
as that they are experiencing
similar situations and, although
I don’t have direct knowledge
from other schools of families
that have left, we’ll know in
September.” If there’s a true
need then a HAFTR afternoon
program could be pulled
together to begin right after the
holidays, he said.

In Merrick, an Orthodox
shul, Congregation Ohav
Shalom, has operated an after-
noon Judaic studies program
for many years to service fami-
lies in the community that send
their children to public school.
This year more than a dozen

new students from the Five
Towns, and at least one from
West Hempstead — most were
yeshiva students — plan to
attend.

“Every parent that speaks
to me, I tell them,

The school will also participate
in the Chidon Tanach competi-
tion as it used to do many years
ago; once the school fielded a
winner who went on to com-
pete in Israel.

Several Orthodox families
spoke to The Jewish Star about
their  experi-
ences sending

your kid belongs in
Yeshiva,” said Dr.

children to

Mel I th R public school
e saacs, e " . . b ctend ‘
principal of Ohav abbi WO'OWIk ;Tésséii]a. 0
Shalom’s after- described L
school  program, . | e
and the former approaChlnq aman Ul difficult

director of educa-
tion for HANC. “It’s
very disheartening
that they’re taking
them out. On the
other hand, you
have to provide a
service. The kids
can’t go into a vac-
uum. It’s my hope
that as soon as this
financial crisis
winds down they’re
going to put their
kids back in [yeshiva].”
In the meantime, Isaacs, a
Long Beach resident whose
after-school program stresses
helping children “feel good
about their Jewish-ness,” plans
to supplement the regular cur-
riculum of Siddur study and
the weekly Torah portion. Stu-
dents newly transferred from
yeshivas will be taught Chu-
mash on grade level; fifth and
sixth graders will learn Mishna.

on behalf of a fami-
ly in tuition crisis,
who already pays

his own hefty

tuition bill. The man
took out a home

equity loan in order

to help.”

decision,” said
the mother of a
4-year-old boy
who required
occupational,
physical and
speech thera-
pies. “We were
on the fence
pretty much
until the day
before school
started.  We
enrolled him in
both places.”

Her older children are in
yeshiva but she was afraid her
4-year-old would “slip through
the cracks” in a yeshiva pre-
school. She had planned to
send him to public school for
just one year; he’s registered in
yeshiva for September.

A Long Beach family with
nine children that moved from
Los Angeles in 1994 placed two
of the children in public school

to obtain special ed services,
explained their mother, Debbie
Wapniak, in an interview. The
older one, now 25, is a married
mother of two with a Masters
degree in special education;
and her brother, 22, attends
college and is studying for
semicha at Yeshiva Shor Yoshuv
in Lawrence.

“l got him tutors in
Hebrew. It’s not like he didn’t
learn. He was bar mitzvah-ed;
we’re shomer Shabbos,” Wapni-
ak said. “But we had to teach
him at home until he was able
to get a chavrusa [study part-
ner]. There was no Talmud
Torah for him to go to. That
really ticked me off. There
should be a Talmud Torah for
kids who can’t go to yeshiva.”

Elaine and Marty Wiener
of Woodmere hosted an open
house last week for families to
learn about the after-school
program in Merrick. They were
preparing to marry off their
daughter Allyson on Tuesday, a
day after Elaine spoke briefly
with a reporter.

“This is not in lieu of yeshi-
va,” she stressed. “These are
the kids who are forced to go
into public school either
because of financial reasons or
learning reasons.”

“When you're in a financial
bind and your back is against
the wall are you going to send
your kids to yeshiva or are you
going to put chicken on the
Shabbos table?” she asked.
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For years and years people have been amazed at Unified’s great success and overall growth. If I had a nickel every
time a competitor said “I don’t know how you do it” I would be retired and independently wealthy. We’ve always
kept it a close guarded secret “how we do it” but even when it would slip out the answer is just completely unbeliev-
able to most people in our industry so they just don’t believe it. Here are a few observations to try to settle the issue

once and for all.

Isn’t it funny that Unified is the only company of its size to advertise the exact price you’ll pay for a specific product?

Isn’t it funny that all our competitors tell you how much they’ll give you off the price but won’t tell you what the

price actually is?

Isn’t it funny that Unified has been in business for over 20 years having never changed addresses or its name and

UNIFIED

Window Systems Inc.

Windows ¢ Doors * Siding * Roofing

299 Peninsula Blvd. Hempstead Village, NY 11550
373 West Jericho Tpke. Huntington, NY 11743
298 Medford Ave. (Rt.112) Patchogue, NY 11772  Fax (516) 481-8153

Isn’t it Funny?

having never changed license numbers and have expanded 10 fold in size.

Isn’t it funny that Unified is the only company you can call on the phone and get exact prices and product details

without giving any information about yourself?

Isn’t it funny that Unified is the only company that has no minimums on windows and will come give you a free esti-

mate in your home for as little as one basement window or one storm door?

Isn’t it funny that Unified completes 400 to 500 jobs per month, about 5000 jobs per year, almost 100,000 jobs in

total yet maintains one of the best records for customer satisfaction in the country?

Isn’t it funny that Unified can give a lifetime warranty on all the top quality products it sells yet charge less than

almost all the competition?

[sn’t it funny that Unified is one of the only companies to separates all of its crews? Our Window crews do windows,
our siding crews do siding, our door crews install doors and our roofing crews install...guess what...roofs. So each
one of our crews are experts at what they do.

Maybe it’s not funny or strange. Maybe there’s no big secret to Unified’s unbelievable success in the home improve-
ment industry. Maybe if you treat your customers with respect, work hard, are honest and try to offer the absolute

best products at the lowest price possible. . . .you please people and they come back.

Steven J DiMare
Chief Executive Officer

Unified Window Systems Inc.

(516) 481-3000
(631) 612-2510

www.unifiedwindows.com
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The Lawrence school dis-
trict was “accommodating,” she
stressed, rescheduling school
events away from Friday nights
and providing kosher food, but
she also described being in a
“no-man’s land.”

“In the Orthodox world
we're looked down upon
because ‘How could you take
your kids out of yeshiva?’ and
in the public school world our
kids are wearing tzniusdik
[modest] clothing and don’t
participate in after-school Fri-
day night programs.”

This year her 10-year-old
daughter, Julia, is going into
the Lawrence Middle School;
her twin 17-year old sons,
Charlie and Jeremy, will be
seniors at Lawrence High
School. Both boys plan to go to
Israel next year.

“My biggest fear,” Wiener
said, “is that my [younger]
daughter didn’t have the
chance to have any kind of
Jewish education.” She will
attend the after-school program
in Merrick.

Her older daughter,
Allyson, attended HAFTR and
HALB but graduated from
Lawrence High School after the
family suffered severe financial
problems. She remained active
in NCSY and studied in Israel,
“and she came home so to the
right,” Wiener said, sounding
amused.

“People  shouldn’t be
afraid,” to send a child to pub-
lic school, she said, “if they
have done the right job in their
home ... and Allyson is an
example of that.”

Rabbi Wolowik was less
optimistic.

“There are very few chil-
dren who will walk out of a
public school setting being
Shomer Torah and Mitzvos,” he
said. “You can’t kid yourself.
There is nothing in a public
school for a Jewish child.”

“No child likes to go to two
schools in one day,” he added.
“Some children resent going to
one school. At the end of a long
day, to start doing Judaic stud-
ies — it’s not going to work for
long.”

The mother whose high
school-aged daughter was
accepted back to yeshiva at a
reduced tuition agreed: “It’s so
hard to keep them on track as
it is, in our frum environment
— and we have problems too.
To put them in [public school
in] an environment that would
lead them to completely leave
frumkeit (Torah observance),
for a dollar? They have Bikur
Cholim and Hatzalah — there
should be just as big a benefit,
that big a charity, for tuition,
when it’s just as important,”
she insisted. In public school,
“You're just setting them up,
and you can’t tell me that a
frum Jewish soul is worth risk-
ing, for money.”

“I look at it as a matter of
spiritual life and death, chas
v'shalom,” Rabbi Wolowik said.
“And it’s not only the parents’
responsibility to give their chil-
dren a Jewish education. It's
the community’s responsibility
to give children a Jewish edu-
cation. Because the Halacha is
even if I have no children to
pay tuition for, and let the
yeshiva close from my perspec-
tive, I have my personal obliga-
tion to make sure that every
yeshiva stays open and gives an
education to every Jewish
child.”

He described approaching
a man on behalf of a family in
tuition crisis, who already pays
his own hefty tuition bill. The
man took out a home equity
loan in order to help, Rabbi
Wolowik said.

“This is a cry and a plea to
those who have [resources],”
Rabbi Wolowik said, “to come
over to their rabbis. And if they
don’t know a rabbi they can
call Chabad [of the Five Towns
at 516-295-2478] and I will
direct them to a rabbi or a fam-
ily that is in need of tuition
help. Make checks payable to
Chabad’s charity fund and 100
percent of the money will go
directly to help pay tuitions.
For that matter, if they wish,
they can direct it to a Jewish
institution of their choice.”

“We are all into Kkiruv,
kiruv, kiruv,” Rabbi Wolowik
added. “We also have to make
sure we hold onto those we
already have — those who are
getting lost because we don’t
have the funds for Jewish edu-
cation. If we don’t want this
child to marry out tomorrow,
we have to get them a Jewish
education today.”
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OPINION

Even Bernie couldn’t do this alone

ven Bernie Madoff isn't completely

to blame for the current crisis over

yeshiva tuition. And he gets blamed

for everything, including the
weather.

Yes, the bottom fell out of the econo-
my, and, yes, Madoff stole billions, includ-
ing many dollars that would have eventu-
ally found their way to institutions of Jew-
ish learning. Nonetheless, if the day
comes when parents who sacrificed for
years to send their children to yeshiva
have no choice but to opt for public school
— and for at least a small group of par-
ents that day is here — then some of the
blame must rest with the yeshivas them-
selves, and most of the rest of the blame
lies squarely with the Jewish community
as a whole. In other words, with all of us.

We believe it's fair to generalize and
say that it was only very recently that
yeshivas began to intensively seek ways to
reduce overhead and cut costs. It's taken
the Orthodox Union and Yeshiva Universi-
ty (separately, for some reason — more
wasted resources) to begin sitting down
with yeshivas and proposing money-sav-
ing solutions. The jury is still out on most
of them, but at least the subject is finally
being addressed.

The rest of us, at least those blessed to
be parents and grandparents, fall into two
general categories: paying tuition or used
to be paying tuition. Do the schools that
you are involved with send fundraising lit-
erature to grandparents? If not, why not?

Some older readers might have had
this experience: the last child in the fami-
ly graduates from a school and, just like
that, you're purged from the mailing list.
What kind of a foolish administrator or
fundraiser allows that to happen? Does
the word 'alumni' ring a bell?

In our current situation and moving
forward, paying the freight for our yeshi-
va system simply cannot be the sole
province of parents of school age children.
Too much money is required and most
families simply can't handle it, even on
the two paychecks that are commonplace
today. When a family bringing home
$200,000 or a quarter of a million dollars
has to sweat the tuition, there's a big
problem that can only be solved with a
group effort, and that group must include
grandparents and even non-parents.

Jewish education has been shown to

be the single strongest predictor of Jewish
continuity — an Jewishly-educated Jew is
most likely to marry a Jew, to remain
involved in the community and to educate
his or her own children as Jews, passing
our Mesorah, our treasured heritage,
down to the next generation.

In Chicago and, more recently, in Tea-
neck, endowment funds have been found-
ed to amass money to ensure the future of
local Jewish schools. It's unfortunate that
in Nassau County, the nexus of so much
charity and so many good works, our
leaders have failed to step up and start
such a fund. Someone must.

And each of us, rich and poor, can take
a very important step to demonstrate that
Jewish continuity is very much our con-
cern, even if almost no one will know
about it until after you're gone: change
your will and leave 10 percent of your
estate, at least, to support Jewish educa-
tion.

The current tuition crisis may not be so
easily solved; boys and girls may be tragi-
cally lost to Torah observance because of
it. But the next crisis can almost certainly
be prevented. It's in our hands.

There are many behaviors
which the Torah describes as
to’evot, translated as abomi-
nations or perversions. Other
than in Acharei Mot and
Kedoshim, all of the to’evot
appear in Moshe’s good-bye
speech that is the book of
Devarim. With an overview
glance, only one of the to’evot
— offering a blemished ani-
mal as a sincere sacrifice to
G-d — seems not to fit in the
general category of to’evot.

The to’evot can be summa-
rized in the following: mis-
sionary and  idolatrous
actions, sins of sexuality,
cheating in business, eating
non-kosher animals, and uti-
lizing witchcraft. As bringing
a korban is not, in and of
itself, a problematic activity,
where does bringing an
imperfect animal as an offer-
ing fit into this list and how is
it considered repulsive to G-
d?

No Matter What Yeshivah
We Have What You Need

1=S

Let us examine
the other to’evot to
see exactly why
their perverse
behaviors are con-
sidered repulsive
to G-d.

In Vayikra 18
and 20, perver-
sions of intimate
relations, whether
with close family relatives,
same gender, or animals are
all heaped into an overall cat-
egory of abominable activi-
ties.

Devarim 7 categorizes
idols which seem enticing as
abominations. The idols, the
Torah says, are not to be
brought into one’s home as a
souvenir, even as spoils of
war. The act of serving pagan
gods, including the practice
of child sacrifice, is called an
abomination in Devarim 12.

PARSHAT SHOFTIM

The perversion of the blemished animal

Rabbi Avi Billet

Judaism — particu-
larly when undertak-
en by Jews, is con-
sidered abominable
in Devarim 13.

A similar episode
is  described in
Devarim 17, when
either an individual
man or a woman is
responsible for caus-
ing others to turn away from
G-d.

Before listing kosher ani-
mals in Devarim 14, the
Torah says that eating non-
kosher animals is an abomi-
nation. Witchcraft, necro-
mancy and forms of idolatry
that include child sacrifice
are together categorized as
to’evot in Devarim 18. The
prohibitions against mistreat-
ing animals that belong to
others and cross-dressing pre-
cede the statement of “It is an

A

abomination to G-d, whoever
does these things.” Immedi-

Missionary behavior — to
proselytize ~ away  from

ately afterwards, a compas-
sionate treatment of an ani-
mal, sending away of the
mother bird, is described as
one of the few command-
ments in the Torah which
guarantees a long life.
Prostitution is listed as a
to’evah in Devarim 23 and In
the event a woman marries a
new husband after a divorce,
if her second marriage ends in
divorce or his death, she may
not return to her first hus-
band, as this is repulsive to G-
d as listed in Devarim 24. The
Seforno explains this as an
abomination since the possi-
bility of returning to an origi-
nal marriage after a different
one legitimizes “quickie mar-
riages” done for the sake of
experimentation. Cheating in
weights and measures is con-
sidered repulsive in Devarim
25. Finally, a person who
makes a sculptured or cast
idol is cursed in Devarim 27,

ARIETYY  PersonaLiZED
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(Mitzvah 286
explains that a person is

for having carved an image
that is repulsive to G-d.

With our list including
idolatry, immoral behaviors
regarding sexuality and busi-
ness, and putting non-kosher
items in one’s mouth, the
question of the blemished
offering remains unanswered.
Where does it fit in the to’e-
vah scale?

The prophet Malachi says
“When you present a blind
animal... or a lame animal, is
there nothing wrong? Offer it
to your governor, will he be
appeased? Will he show you
favor? asks the God of Hosts.”
(Malachi 1:8) The questions
are rhetorical, says Rabbi
David Kimchi (Radak), as the
foregone answer is, “He will
hate you and become angry at
you for offering him such a
miserable present.”

The Sefer HaChinukh
Emor)

moved by the strength of his
actions. A person won’t expe-
rience the value of the offer-
ing or sacrifice if it is a half-
baked effort. A blemished
animal smacks of an insincere
service to G-d, while an
unblemished, complete ani-
mal offering is indicative of a
person’s devotion and dedica-
tion to his Creator.

As we enter the month of
Elul and start thinking of the
ways in which we must
improve ourselves in anticipa-
tion of Rosh Hashana and
beyond, the larger categories
of to’evot are obvious behav-
iors to avoid, however, it is the
to'evah of Parshat Shoftim
which is most in our hands to
avoid and to improve upon.
We can and must make our
service to G-d, most notably as
practiced in the synagogue, a
sincere and respectful demon-

stration of our dedication to
God.
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Shidduchim
disorders

To the Editor:

Your report about the rise of
eating disorders among the
young women in the Frum com-
munity came as no surprise to
me (Eating disorders in the
Orthodox get new emphasis;
August 14, 2009). Over the
past several years I have sus-
pected that anorexia/bulimia
had to be the only explanation
for the sudden increase of size
2s around us. It is time to take a
long and hard look at the fact
that the cultural pressures of
our society are forcing so many
girls to risk their health, and

The Nation’s First Healthy
Lifestyle Genter Just For Kids

even their lives, because they
believe they will not get a shid-
duch if they don’t have that
“emaciated” look.

Let us not forget that work
must also be done in the boys’
Yeshivas. A male relative of
mine who was in the shidduch
parsha (dating to marry) a
number of years ago remarked
to me that he couldn’t be
attracted to a girl who was not
very thin. We must concentrate
on teaching our children to
rethink their values before we
start seeing an increase of
tragedy in our midst.

RENEE SOJCHER
West Hempstead
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I'M THINKING

Arabs criticizing
Arabs

“Radicalism begets
radicalism.”

That quote does not
come from a Western
source. It is from an edi-
torial in al-Sharq al-
Awsat, a London Arabic
newspaper. It is a reflec-
tion on murderous events
that took place in Gaza,
conflicts that left twenty-
four Palestinians dead
and over eighty injured.

Hamas was attacked by an al
Qaeda cell in Gaza. That situation
was unheard of — until now. It is a
serious sign of the times.

An al Qaeda affiliated group
called Jund Andar Al Allah execut-
ed an attack outside a Gaza
mosque. A suicide bomber blew
himself up while milling about in
the midst of a group of Hamas
members. Hamas responded by
sending in reinforcements. An
extensive firefight ensued and the
number of dead and injured rose
before Hamas prevailed and put
down the al Qaeda forces.

Despite the recent denial by
Palestinian President Abbas, al
Qaeda has made inroads in Gaza.
Op-eds and editorials in Arab
papers around the world are asking
“what did they expect” and saying
“it serves them right.” The editori-
als are referring to Hamas, not to al
Qaeda. What did Hamas expect if
not violence?

The Arab press is accusing
Hamas of fostering a Taliban-type
environment in Gaza. Hamas has
created an environment that rejects
all contrary views. The result is that
extremists are now Kkilling extrem-
ists. Hamas is not only killing polit-
ical opponent Fatah, Hamas is
killing radical extremist al Qaeda.

The big losers are the Palestin-
ian people. This inter-Palestinian
conflict and intra-Islamic/extremist
conflict denies any hope of positive
movement within the Palestinian
world. Palestinian leadership in
Gaza is precarious — yet, it is still

Michah D.
Halpern

able to challenge Fatah
leadership. Al Qaeda is
struggling for a stronger
foothold in Gaza, yet they
too, will be a formidable
challenge to Fatah.

The streets of
Gaza are a mess and no
help will come from the
greater Arab world. Both
Hamas and al Qaeda are
despised by the greater
Arab world.

Al-Ahram, arguably the most
important Arabic media in Egypt
and maybe even in the entire Ara-
bic world, has taken the Islamist
movement to task. The lead editori-
al wrote that these Hamas/al
Qaeda conflicts “were renewed
proof that the chaos the Palestini-
ans have had to endure since
Hamas took over Gaza can only
lead to more disasters for the Pales-
tinian people.”

Until Palestinians put down
extremism and unite they will
never be able to self govern. And
yet, the wise men of the Western
world are bent on allowing these
extremists in Gaza to expand their
foothold. They are asking Israel to
negotiate with them and asking the
rest of the Palestinians to incorpo-
rate them into the decision making
process of negotiations.

When Palestinians kill Pales-
tinians it does not usually make our
evening news, not even on cable
stations. Arabs criticizing Arabs
doesn’t make our news either. If the
Arab media considers it important
enough not only to cover the story
but to editorialize about the event,
it should be a sure signal to West-
ern decision makers that what is
happening is important.

I hope they are paying atten-
tion.

Micah D. Halpern is a columnist
and a social and political commen-
tator. Read his latest book THUGS.
He maintains The Micah Report at
www.micahhalpern.com.
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ACROSS

1. Tool for Shawn Green
4, “Howie Do It” network
7.Dov ___ of Mezrich

11. “Racially __”

12. Take on

13. Red sea port

15. Portuguese Bible
commentator Don Isaac
17. Chevra Kadisha concern
18. Airport Kenny G flew
out of when younger

19. How Solomon judged
21. Actor Ziering

22. Sip, as borscht

23. Shabbat benefit

24. Gain shekels

27. _ Israel (camp
founded by the Lubavitcher
Rebbe)

28. Shlufn

30. IDF location

33. Democrat Steve
Cohen’s st.

36. Confess on Yom
Kippur

38.  Smasher (Jewish
superhero)

39. Israeli MIA Arad

40. Special at Saks

41. _ Gan

43. He directed “Dave”
45. Brown-___ (like most
Jews)

46. Like Chana Szenesh
48. British Mandate, e.g.
50. Modes

51.“ , from New
York...”

53. Where Jesse Eisenberg
works

56. Start of Petach Tikvah
58. Sixth word of a
blessing

60. React to “Schindler’s
List”

61. Siren announcing
Shabbat’s arrival

64. Premier with a silver
tongue

66. Aish Ha

67. Teheran’s location

68. Number of times shofar
is blown at the end of Yom
Kippur

69. Seminary for girls

70. Encountered

71. Funnywoman Arthur

DOWN

1. “I and Thou”

philosopher

2. Order

3. It may be served hot
with lemon and a sugar
cube

4. Dressed to the

5. Star Trek star Spiner
6. Every Israeli seems to
have at least one

7. Grovel

8. onag String

9. Mike Nichols’s comedy
partner

10. Abaye’s discutant
11. “Remembrance of
Things "

12. Nicer way of saying
“ain’t”

14. Sinai number

16. Nabokov’s wife

20. Meaning of a nod
25._ mode

26. It parted, once

27. Where to find 10-
Down

28. Dancer Sokolow

29. Holocaust museum
shoes sight

30. Boy’s mitzvah?

31. Second word of a
blessing

32. “There’s a place for us”

song

34. Conservative Cantor
35. Month of partition
announcement, 1947
37. Koppel or Kaczynski
42. Dreidel

44. Democrat Shelley
Berkeley’s state
47.Chazon ___

49. Moses Isserles’s
nickname

51. Like some slots in 44-
Down

52. Beitar

53. Bit of work for Mel
Brooks

54. Late philanthropist
Jesselson

55. City south of Beirut
56. New York Senator
Moynihan (1977-2000)
57. Longtime Haaretz
newsman Amos

59. Artist Yaacov

62. With 63-Down, Joseph
B. Soloveitchik

63. See 62-Down

65. Bugsy Siegel’s group

Answers will appear in
next week’s issue

FROM THE OTHER SIDE OF THE BENCH

Continued from Page One

in our religion, and in most societies, for
the disowning of a child.

It is for this reason that the Children
of Israel are instructed in Deuteronomy,
that “you are children to the L-rd, your
G-d.” The love between parent and child
exists merely because the parties them-
selves exist. Acts that enhance the love
are just icing on the cake.

The pain of losing a child must be
unexplainable and unfathomable. The
pain of not knowing a child’s fate: is he
well, is he sick? Is he alive or, G-d forbid,
not? Is he suffering, who is caring for
him, is anyone caring for him? Has he
given up? Those unanswered questions,

that lack of closure, might be the only
thing worse than losing a child.

Our patriarch Jacob refused to be
consoled about his son Joseph’s disap-
pearance because he did not know
Joseph’s ultimate fate. Was Joseph
indeed killed or was he just sold into
slavery? This not knowing, this lack of
closure, must be torture.

Close your eyes but for a moment
and focus on your children and their
whereabouts at the very moment that
you are reading these words. Imagine
Gilad Shalit’s parents and the paralyzing
fear and worry they must live with, more
than four years since his kidnapping.

I imagined it, and it disturbed me to
the point that I picked up the phone and

dialed. I didn’t expect to get through but
I did. It was a few minutes before Shab-
bos and Noam Shalit, Gilad’s father,
came to the phone. We spoke for ten
minutes; ten minutes that seemed like an
hour.

To my surprise I didn't say anything
awkward. I told Mr. Shalit that in a
strange way his predicament teaches us
perspective. We go to bed at night worry-
ing about our children, our cars, our
homes, our vacations, and our water
sprinklers. He, on the other hand, goes
to bed at night thinking only of his fami-
ly.

I told Mr. Shalit that I feel at a loss; I
want to do something but have no idea
where to begin. We agreed to speak
again after Shabbos and that perhaps
over Shabbos an idea would enter my
head.

And then it struck me. Moments
after I hung up the phone with Noam
Shalit, I saw my wife light the Shabbos
candles and say the prayer on behalf of
our children. It is a prayer that Jewish
woman have been saying for genera-
tions. It asks G-d to bestow all that is
good, fine, proper and healthy for our
children, now and for the future.

Immediately after Shabbos conclud-
ed, I called Noam Shalit again. I proposed
the idea that women all over the world,
when they light Shabbos candles and say
the prayer on behalf of their children,
pause and think for one moment about
Gilad, and then pause for another
moment and think about his parents.

Will it make the animals that hold
him set him free? I doubt it. Will it cause
G-d to bring a miracle that will set Gilad
free and ease his pain and that of his

family? Perhaps. Will those moments of
thought result in making Gilad’s parents
feel as if thousands of woman are uniting
with their sorrow? Yes. Undoubtedly yes.

Noam Shalit told me that it was a
wonderful idea, one that he would think
appropriate, one that would provide
comfort to the family. I began to share
this idea with any and every rabbi I
could find.

As I write this, I know of Orthodox,
Conservative and Reform congregations
that have suggested that women begin
this practice. I hope and pray that the
idea catches fire and spreads throughout
the world and ends as quickly as it
began, when Gilad is finally set free, to
once again enjoy the bonds of love
between parents and their child.

If living in this economic downturn is like
walking a tightrope, we’re your safety net.

Coping with today’s economic crisis is like a balancing act. If you’ve lost your job,
which bills do you pay? How do you keep your home? How is your time best spent
in finding a job? Those are the kinds of dilemmas that prompted UJA-Federation and

the Jewish community to create Connect to Care.

UJA-Federation’s Connect to Care oftfers a coordinated system of services that

combines the strengths of our network of beneficiary agencies and area synagogues.

INFORMATION &
REFERRAL SERVICE
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With one simple phone call or visit to any convenient UJA-Federation Connect to
Care center, you can access a broad array of services to get the help you need.

We can help with employment and career counseling, financial and debt consulting,

legal services, loans, and even Jewish spiritual care and supportive counseling.

we’re here to help.

So, if you’ve hit hard times and need a little help to turn it around,
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300 Forest Drive
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ON THE

Calendar

For a complete listing of upcoming
community events, including items
that didn't make it into the print
edition, go fo
www.thejewishstar.com.

Cedarhurst - Chabad of the Five
Towns' Friendship Circle Summer
Camp begins August 24th and runs
to the 27th. Friendship Circle
Summer Camp is an opportunity for
children with special needs ages 4
and up to socialize, go on day trips,
do arts and crafts and much more.
Fee is $40 per day or $150 for all
four days. From 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Drop off and pick up at Chabad. To
sign up call 516-295-2478 *13 or
email Batsheva@Chabad5towns.com

Lido Beach - Lido Beach
Synagogue will be holding a Rosh
Hashanah seminar Wednesday
evening, September 9th at 8 p.m.
with Rabbi MehIman. He will be dis-
cussing the whys and wherefores of
the High Holidays. At Lido
Boulevard and Fairway Road.
Contact 516-889-9650

ONGOING EVENTS

Stony Brook- Sexual abuse and
abduction prevention educational
workshops- Parents for Megan's
Law and The Crime Victims Center
is now offering age appropriate

sexual abuse and abduction preven-
tion educational workshops for chil-

dren, teens and adults. We'll come
to your school or community orga-
nization. We've educated over
50,000 Long Island children and
parents in public and private
schools and in community organi-
zation! Call our Helpline for more
information or to schedule a work-
shop today (631)-689-2672

Cedarhurst - The Beis Medrash of
Cedarhurst holds a Flexible Morning
Learning Program every Monday
through Thursday from 10:30 a.m.
until 12:45 p.m. There are shiurim

and chavrusas in Chumash, Gemara,

Halacha and Chovos Halevavos.
Learners may come and go as they
please. The Beis Medrash of
Cedarhurst is located at 504 W.
Broadway (off the corner of W.
Broadway and Cedarhurst Ave.) For
information, please contact Rabbi

CARTER
i KDMISSIONS

‘NEED HELP GETTING
YOUR COLLEGE
ESSAY ROLLING?

LET THE EXPERTS HELP!”

Choose a personal college application
coach from our staff of Ivy League-trained

consultants.

light.

Your personal coach works one-on-one
with you to create an essay that presents
you and your achievements in the best

Your coach hones and edits your
work into a top-tier essay ...
the comfort of your own home!

4T— CARTER
MISSIONS

www.CARTERADMISSIONS.com
INFO@ CARTERADMISSIONS.COM

Moshe Kaufman at (718) 471-2780 or
moshehkaufman@gmail.com.

Cedarhurst- The “Sunday Night
Torah Lecture Series” in memory of
Shari Siman-Tov 2"l is held weekly
at 8:00 p.m. at Congregation Shaare
Emunah, the Sephardic
Congregation of the Five Towns, 539
Oakland Avenue (Corner Oakland
Ave. & Peninsula Blvd). Men and
women are invited. Ner Sarah is a
network of Torah and chesed pro-
jects in memory of Shari Siman-Tov
Z"l. For more information, please e-
mail nersarah@nersarahproject.com
or visit www.nersarahproject.com.

Cedarhurst - The JCC of the
Greater Five Towns has scheduled
free financial counseling sessions,
(ie, credit card debt) through NYLAG
(New York Legal Assistance Group)
on Wednesdays, beginning July 29,
2009. By appointment only. For
further information and/or to
schedule an appointment one may
call 569-6733, and ask for Chana
Pfeifer or Judy Goldberg.

Cedarhurst - The JCC of the
Greater Five Towns offers a variety

all from

Lawyers, Accountants,
Financial Planners & Advisors

are cordially invited to attend

INTERNATIONAL FINANCIAL

& LEGAL PROFESSIONALS CONFERENGE

SPONSORED BY EMUNAH OF AMERICA

NOVEMBER 22-26*, 2009 .

Network with your American and Israeli peers

Meet with Israel Government Officials |
CPE & CLE credits available for technical sessions - Group flights available for limited time on El Al
*weekend extensions on request

JERUSALEM, ISRAEL

Tours & Receptions

ELIVALINZ

For full details please contact: EMUNAH of America Conference Department
(212) 947-5454 Ext. 320 | travel@emunah.org | www.emunah.org

EMUNAH is building a Jewish future in Israel, One child, One family at a time!
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of Hebrew classes. The
Conversational Hebrew
Intermediate meets Mondays from
10:30 to 11:45 a.m. The
Conversational Hebrew Beginner
class meets Mondays from 11:50 to
1:05 p.m. The Learn How to Read
Hebrew day class meets Mondays
from 1110 to 2:25 p.m. The
Conversational Hebrew Beginner
night class meets Tuesdays from
7:30 to 8:45 p.m. The Conversational
Hebrew Intermediate night class
meets Tuesdays from 7:30 to 8:45
p.m. The Learn How to Read Hebrew
night class meets Mondays begin-
ning 7:30 to 8:45 p.m. Each class
meets 12 times and costs $200.

Cedarhurst - Every Tuesday, the
JCC of the Greater Five Towns
offers a social day program called
“Remember When" from 10:00 a.m.
until 2:00 p.m. at Sons of Israel in
Woodmere. This program is espe-
cially designed for memory
enhancement and socialization. The
cost includes a full range of thera-
peutic activities, morning beverage,
dessert, and a kosher lunch. Round-
trip door-to-door handicapped
accessible transportation is avail-
able on a limited basis. Registration
is limited to ensure maximum bene-
fits to each participant. For further
information call the JCC at (516)
569-6733.

Cedarhurst - Every Tuesday, the
JCC of the Greater Five Towns hosts
a Parkinson’s Support Group. The
purpose of this group is to bring
together Parkinsonians, spouses
and their families in order to help
them better understand the nature
of the condition, gain confidence
and join in community activities.
For further information, please con-
tact Cathy Byrne at (516) 569-6133,
ext. 220.

Cedarhurst - The JCC of the
Greater Five Towns hosts the Come
Alive Program at Sons of Israel in
Woodmere. This program provides
an opportunity for homebound
older adults to participate in social,
recreational and intellectual activi-
ties. Kosher lunch will be provided
and door-to-door transportation is
available on a limited basis. This
program runs on a summer sched-
ule. For further information, please

call Linda Balch at (516) 569-6733,
ext. 211 or Mary Sheffield, ext. 219.

Long Beach - Long Beach Medical
Center has a newly formed
Gamblers Anonymous group.
Meetings are held each Monday at
7:30 p.m. in Conference Room D at
Long Beach Medical Center, 455 E.
Bay Drive. For more information,
please call (516) 897-1250.

Long Beach - Long Beach Medical
Center's Counseling Center has free
weekly Anxiety & Depression walk-
in screenings every Wednesday
from 2-3 p.m. Screenings will
include an interview with a mental
health professional. For more infor-
mation, please call (516) 897-1270.

Hewlett - The 1in 9 Hewlett House
offers support groups at 86 East

Rockaway Road. The groups include:

yoga and stress reduction, Mondays
from 1-2 p.m.; breast cancer support
for those undergoing treatment,
Tuesdays from 11a.m. to 12 noon,
and Wednesdays from 1-2 p.m.; knit-
ting circle meets on Tuesdays from
10-11 a.m,; the writer’s roundtable
meets Wednesdays from 11a.m. to
12 noon; Newly Diagnosed Breast
Cancer group meets Tuesdays from
1215-1:15 p.m. for eight sessions
facilitated by Jill Alper, MSW, CSW;
breast cancer group for the work-
ing woman meets Tuesdays at 6
p.m. and is facilitated by Sue
Champlin, CSW. A new class, held on
Tuesdays, from 10-11a.m., is a “Mind
Body Spiritual Healing Journey" for
cancer patients looking to connect
to their inner sanctuary. All classes
and support groups are a free ser-
vice. Please call Christine (516) 374-
3190 to register.

West Hempstead - Bereavement
Support Group for widows and wid-
owers will be held every Wednesday
in the Jewish Community Center of
West Hempstead, from 10:30 to 11:45
a.m. There is a $140 fee. The JCC is
located at 711 Dogwood Avenue in
West Hempstead. To join, please call
Rachel Bruckenstein, LMSW at (516)
766-4341, ext. 131.

Lynbrook - Cong. Beth David's
Thrift Shop is open every Tuesday
from 1-3 p.m. Bingo every Tuesday

from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The Rabbi's
Learning Group meets every
Thursday evening from 7:30-8:30
p.m. Everything is free and open to
the public. Beth David is located at
188 Vincent Ave in Lynbrook. For
more information, call Galit
Dardashtian at (516) 599-9464

Woodmere - Every Wednesday, the
JCC of the Greater Five Towns hosts
a Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) group
at Sons of Israel in Woodmere. The
goal is to offer a safe haven where
clients and family members feel
accepted for who they are. For fur-
ther information, please contact
Chana Pfeifer at (516) 569-6133, ext.
213 or Lisa Barnett at ext. 210.

Long Beach - The Friedberg JCC
hosts a free caregivers support
group that meets the second
Monday of each month at 1 p.m. at
Temple Emanuel of Long Beach, 455
Neptune Blvd. For more informa-
tion, please call Roberta at (516)
742-2050.

Plainview - The Friedberg JCC
hosts a free spousal support group
which meets the second and fourth
Tuesday of each month at 10 a.m. at
Temple Chaverim, 1050 Washington
Ave. For more information, please
call Roberta at (516) 742-2050.

Lawrence - The JCC of the Greater
Five Towns Rainbow School, an
after school Enrichment Program
for children from Russian families,
meets on Wednesdays, from 5:30 to
7:30 p.m., at Temple Israel, 140
Central Avenue, Lawrence, NY. For
further information, please call
(516) 569-6733, ext. 214.

Forest Hills -The Sid Jacobson JCC
hosts a Cancer Wellness: Strength
to Strength group, featuring physi-
cal fitness and discussion geared to
the special needs of individuals
recovering from cancer treatment
or actively engaged in a treatment
regimen. Caregivers are welcome.
Meets on Monday 12:30-1:30 p.m.
and Friday 12:30-1:30 p.m. Located
at 300 Forest Dr, East Hills, NY. For
more information, please call
Partners In Community Care, (516)
484-1545, ext 196.
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Automatic, 6 Cyl, 539?
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S
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Bank Fee
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2009 GS350
AWD

Automatic, 6 Cyl, Leather,
Sunroof, All Power, CD

599”

Lease per mo. 36 mos.

“Tax, tags & DMV fees additional. Lease specials subject to Lexus Financial Service with very good credit (730 credit score). Lessee responsible for maintenance, repairs, excess wear, tear 25 cents per mile over 10k miles/year.

Purchase option available. Total payments: 5250=$12,564; ES350=$14,364; RX350=$17964; GS350=$21,564. Pictures for llustration purposes only. Factory programs subject to change. Offer expires September 7, 2009,

2006 Pontiac Solstice 2-Door Convertible,
Manual, Grey, Leather, Stockit U448,
g $13988*
2005 Honda Accord Auto, Black,

Sunroof, Leather, Stocki# U4403T,

Leather Sunroof, Stock# U4490T,
35K Mo $15 988*

2005 Cadillac CTS Auto, Black Leather, 22< ™

Sunroof, Stockt U4463T,

32K M. s $16988* "
2005 Audi A4 Convertible m-
Auto, Grey, Stock#t U4425T,

2AK M s $19,988*

PRE-OWNED

U4427P, 30k mi.
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" 2008 Lexus|
$28988* J4355L, 13k ..

SUPERSTORE

2006 Infiniti M35X Auto, White, Naviga-
Ok M $13 99g* tion, Back-Up Camera, Stockit U4483T,

2006 Buick Lucerne UXI Auto, Black, Sk mi....

2006 Lexus S 250 Auto, Gold, Stockd
..$28988* 47, i
------------------------------------ $25988* 2007LexusES35OSedanAuto Maroon,
2006 Lexus 1S 250 AWD Auto, Black,
Navigation, Stock# U4482P,

Stock#t U4380A, 40k mi.
" 2005 Lexus GX 470 Au(o B|ue Leather,
------------------------------------------ $27,988 Nawgatlon Sunroof, Stockif U4476T,

2006 Lexus RX 330 Auto, White, Nav,

Reverse Camera, Stock# U4441P, 2007 Lexus ES 350 Sedan Auto,
38 .

- $27988" Tungsen Metalic,Stock U478,
2007 Lexus ES 350 Auto Dark Grey,
Nav, Reverse Camera, Stock# U4496T,
4

Silver, Stock#t
$30,988*

2008 Infiniti EX 35 Auto, Grey, Leather,
Navigation, Sunroof, Stockit U4489T,
10k mi. . ..$31988*
2006 Lexus GS 300 Sedan AWD Auto,
Blue Onyx Pearl, Stock#t U4379A,
$32988*
2006 Lexu Auto, Crystal
. $29988" Vi Heated Seats Stockt UA358P
25K Ml $33988*
2009 Lexus RX 350 Auto, Leather, Dark
$29988* Grey, Sunroof, Stock#t U4478,
15k mi. . $34 988*
. 2006 Land Rover Range Rover Spt Auto,
$29988 Red, Super Charged, Navigation, Stock#
U4428T, 36k M., $42.988*
*Tax, tags and DMV fees additional.

700 Sunrise Highway, Rockville Centre, NY 11570

New Car Showroom:

866-696-4927

Hours: Mon-Fri: 9am-9pm Sat: 9am-6pm Sun:12pm-5pm On-Site Parking

Pre-Owned Showroom:

888-876-6892
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Huckabee in Israel

Former Arkansas Governor Mike Huckabee, a
possible Republican presidential candidate in
2012, arriving in Israel earlier this week for a
three-day tour accompanied by Dr. Joseph Frager
of the Jerusalem Reclamation Project/Ateret
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o PN| e t':tl n
- 8 Y

Kohanim, Dr. Paul Brody of Great Neck, radio host
Zev Brenner of Long Beach and others. Huckabee
made news Tuesday when he told reporters that
establishing a Palestinian state in "the middle of
the Jewish homeland" would be "unrealistic."

* i i
%3 Real Estate

Forinformation:Call:
AuctionAmericaRealty’com

516-632-5065

* Nevele Hotel — Sept 1st auction

* Hewlett Harbor — Luxury canal split-level w/ in-ground pool
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Photo courtesy of Yavneh Olami

Carly Rothenberg of Woodmere planted a tree in a Jewish National
Fund forest in Aminadav during one of many trips with Yavneh Olami's

Summer Internship Program.

FIVE TOWNS STUDENTS

Continued from Page One

her flight have to New York.
She mentioned her daily com-
mute on four buses to travel
back and forth from her intern-
ship.

Rothenberg worked for the
head of the Department of
Archeology at the Israel Muse-
um, categorizing various find-
ings and helping to make the
website more user friendly. She
reported no issues with lan-
guage at the office because
most of the staff speaks English
as a mother tongue.

“It’'s always nice seeing
someone who successfully
made Aliyah,” said Rothenberg
admiringly about her boss,
“and she’s a woman.”

Rothenberg, who was visit-
ing Israel from Woodmere, just
finished her first year studying
English and psychology at
Queens College.

Atara Rubin, who flew
back to Lawrence earlier this
week to continue her studies in
graphic design at Stern College
for Women, learned a firsthand
lesson about daily life in Israel
while on the program.

“Now I realize that it’s
going to be hard to live here,”
said Rubin who interned for a
printing company in an office
full of Hebrew speakers.

Rubin and Rothenberg
both finished their first year in
university before starting their
internships, and were
impressed by the positions
offered at their respective com-
panies.

“Yavneh Olami found this
internship for me even though I
didn’t have any experience,”
said Rubin. She was thankful

that the company she interned
with, Ayalon Print and Graph-
ics, was willing to speak to her
in English and teach her graph-
ic design despite the fact that
she was leaving the country at
the end of the summer and was
therefore unable to significant-
ly contribute to the company.

“I was actually a little sur-
prised because of the stereo-
type of Israelis being impa-
tient,” said Rubin about work-
ing in close quarters with
Israelis. “They were willing to
take time out from their own
work.”

The program brought the
students on a number of out-
ings, such as a visit to the For-
eign Ministry and planting a
tree in a JNF forest.

Rubin has considered
Aliyah since attending Camp
Moshava and had a one-word
answer to why she didn’t con-
tinue studying in Israel after
finishing a year abroad at the
seminary Midreshet Amit.

“Parents,” she said, then
reconsidered and added, “Also,
I wanted to get married first.”

Rothenberg has a hard
time seeing herself living in
America for the rest of her life,
and has envisioned herself as
part of Israeli society ever since
her parents bought an apart-
ment in Jerusalem.

Both Rubin and Rothen-
berg gave ‘O.K. as their current
Hebrew level at the end of the
summer, right before they left
for America. However, Rothen-
berg seemed slightly embar-
rassed when she admitted that
she still ordered hamburgers in
English, despite a strong
enough vocabulary to dine in
Hebrew.
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The Max and Ruth Schwartz Torah Academy in Port Washington
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of a good connection.
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No frills? No problem

Port Washington’s answer to the tuition crisis

BY MICHAEL ORBACH

A so-called “no frills” yeshi-
va is one of the solutions pro-
posed to solve the tuition crisis
threatening Jewish education.

An recent attempt to create
a day school without common-
place “extras” such as small
class sizes, sports teams and
other extra-curricular activities
failed to gain traction in Bergen
County. However, one such
school may already exist on
Long Island.

“It’s certainly a no-frills
price,” said Rabbi Shalom
Paltiel, dean of the Chabad-run
Max and Ruth Schwartz Torah
Academy in Port Washington.
“We don’t have a choir or an
orchestra or a uniformed foot-
ball team. It’s a gorgeous cam-
pus and were doubling our
facility to include a high school
gymnasium and a science lab
donated by the Gruss founda-
tion. Our principal’s last job was
as an assistant superintendent
of the Manhasset School district.
Our teaching staff is excellent
and we keep them with pen-
sions and salaries that can com-
pete with anyone. If you call
that no-frills, then we'’re certain-
ly no frills.”

The Schwartz Torah Acade-
my, founded twelve years ago by
Rabbi Paltiel and his wife Sara,
is blurring the strict demograph-
ic line between public schools
and yeshivas. Initially
founded as a preschool, the
school expanded to a full-
fledged elementary school with
the help of donors including
Henry Schwartz, founder of
Elmhurst Dairy, and now has
200 students. While the school’s
original mission was to lure chil-
dren from public school to yeshi-
va, with a price tag of $7100 per
child, close to three thousand
dollars less than the average
yeshiva or Jewish day school in
the Five Towns, Rabbi Paltiel has
been fielding inquiries from Five
Towns parents who are strongly
considering sending their chil-
dren to Port Washington.

“Our missions statement is
to keep kids out of public

schools — the non-Orthodox
families who are interested in
yeshiva — so we priced it

accordingly,” Paltiel explained,
evaluating that the cost to edu-
cate each student is far higher
than what he charges. He noted
that given the current turbulent
economic climate, the school’s
clientele “may extend to the
orthodox families who are hav-
ing a hard time.”

Class-sizes range between
sixteen and twenty children per
class. Rabbi Paltiel keeps his
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cost down by not having too
many extra-curriculars, like
sports teams or after-school pro-
grams. Similar to Chabad opera-
tions across the world, Rabbi
Paltiel relies on

saying ‘I don’t value yeshiva
education enough to stop dri-
ving a fancy car and going on
vacation’ — there’s a big differ-
ence.”

According to

extensive fundrais-

Rosenfeld, there

ing. He estimates
that he fundraises
roughly one mil-
lion of his three
million dollar bud-

“m blessed
with a powerful
board of directors
and they just buy
into this place,”
Rabbi Paltiel said,
“Families that ben-

‘| don't think
anyone else is
get. giving affordable
excellence.
There's a lot of
affordability and
there's a lot of

isn’t any easy solu-
tion to the afford-
ability issue since
close to 80-85% of a
yeshiva budget is
spent on payroll and
benefits and the
only way to cut
costs is by giving up
something.

“The only
way to change the
model we have in

efit become your excellence. the modern Ortho-
biggest allies.” , dox yeshiva system

Rabbi Paliel There'snotalot s to decide that
does not view the we’re going back to
Schwartz  Torah of affordable a model of
Academy as a rival excellence.” increased class size

to the mainstream
yeshivas and day-
schools.

“l don’t see
myself as competing with any of
these yeshivas, if you can afford
the Lexus you're not going to
take the Avalon. We're not a
Hyundai,” he laughed. “An Aval-
on is a Lexus without a tuxedo.”

As for attracting Orthodox
families, Paltiel considers it a
natural consequence.

“I don’t think anyone else is
giving affordable excellence.
There’s a lot of affordability and
there’s a lot of excellence.
There’s not a lot of affordable
excellence,” Rabbi  Paltiel
explained.

Rabbi Paltiel’s experience
stands in contrast to a grim
study published in July by the
Azrieli Graduate School of Jew-
ish education in conjunction
with Yeshiva University, that
found less than a quarter of
Jewish day schools had a long-
range financial plan. Conducted
through emails with 70 day
school presidents, The Survey of
Governance Practices of Jewish
Day Schools, also found that
most presidents felt that their
boards under-performed in
fundraising and strategic plan-
ning.
“The affordability challenge
is bigger than anyone thinks,”
Harry Bloom, an Azrieli doctor-
al candidate and the study’s
designer said in a conference
after the study’s publication.

Elie Rosenfeld, a board
member at The Yavneh Acade-
my in Paramus, N.J., a modern
Orthodox school in Bergen
county, was candid about the
possibility of more no-frills
yeshivas.

“I want to know if these
people are having trouble pay-
ing their mortgage and grocery
bills, in which case the yeshiva
administration should do every-
thing possible to keep these kids
in yeshiva. If the parents can’t
pay, or if the parents don’t see
the value — are these people

and take away assis-

tant and rotating

teachers in certain

classes. Yeshivas in
Brooklyn, Monsey, and Queens
that have lower tuitions are
putting 30 boys in a classroom
with one rebbe; the HAFTRs
and HANCs and HALBs are
putting 22 kids in a class with a
morah and an assistant. There’s
your tuition crisis,” asserted
Rosenfeld. “Decide you want 30
kids in a classroom with one
teacher and drop your tuition.
You just saved yourself a salary
and probably more.”

Allen Roffe, a dentist who
lives in Hewlett, is moving four
of his six children to the
Schwartz Torah Academy this
coming year.

“We started feeling what
we're paying for was not com-
mensurate with the education
we were getting,” said Roffe,
whose sixth grade son was hav-
ing trouble with basic Hebrew
skills and was unhappy in his
modern orthodox yeshiva. “My
children need to know that the
world is not a Jewish place,
Chabad teaches them to be
proud that God made them a
Jew. So you don’t know all of
Shoftim? Who cares? You'll
learn it in seventh grade. First
you need to appreciate it. All
they're getting [from their old
school] is resentment.”

“We'’re hearing kids going
to public school. We hear par-
ents complain about the tuition
every week. With the money I'm
saving, I'll be home more, my
wife will be home more, and we
won't have that financial tension
that permeates a house. With
the money we’re saving we can
fly to Israel three times a year.”

Roffe estimated that he will
save close to $13,000 by the
move and he isn’t modest about
his feelings for for the move.

“I don’t think it’s a home-
run,” Roffe said. “I think it’s a
grandslam.”

OU and Agudah
petition court

The Orthodox Union and
Agudath Israel have submitted
a ‘friend of the court’ brief to
the New York State Appellate
Division asking that court to
defend a beit din’s verdict in a
case between HAFTR and a fac-
ulty member, Rabbi Nachum
Brisman.

As reported in the Jewish
Star in January, Rabbi Bris-
man was dismissed from his
teaching position at HAFTR
over Hashkafic [philosophical]
differences. He took HAFTR to
the Beth Din of America,
which found in Brisman’s
favor and awarded him
$50,000 in back pay. The beit
din also doubled Brisman’s
salary to $100,000, reinstated
his tenure and ruled that any
future termination of Brisman
must go through the beit din
itself, thus exceeding the lim-
its of the agreement between
HAFTR and Brisman to submit
to the beit din’s authority.

When Brisman’s lawyer
sought to register the verdict
with the secular courts, a rou-
tine matter, Justice Bruce M.
Balter of Kings Country
Supreme Court overturned
the decision and called it
“irrational” and “violative of
public policy.”

The 24-page brief issued
by the Orthodox Union and
Agudath Israel does not side
with either Brisman or
HAFTR, but argues that the
appellate court ruling should
be overturned since, among
other reasons, it interferes
with a case whose merit was
decided based on religious
law.

Nathan Diament, public
policy director of the Ortho-
dox Union, wrote, “The lower
court’s ruling in this case
undermines the long-estab-
lished and appropriate rela-
tionship between secular and
ecclesiastical courts.”
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This week’s
review will focus on a
very interesting
anthology of rabbinic
insights and practical
advice for daily living.
It was compiled by a
Woodmere native,
born and bred on the
South Shore. With
doctors and medical
issues making front page news
daily, I thought that it would be
most appropriate to bring to
your attention this excellent
“likkut” of both classic and con-
temporary commentators on the
Chumash, organized in the
order of the parshiot and com-
piled by a medical doctor; a car-
diologist, to boot.

Titled “Joyous Torah Trea-
sures” (Devora Publishing,
2008) and compiled by Dr.
Samuel Friedman, this is a
“heartfelt” anthology, written in
a most attractive and attention
gathering manner. The book
brings to the average layperson
a vast range of comments and
insights into the deeper mean-
ing of the weekly Torah read-
ings. Each parsha commentary
consists of two essays, one deal-
ing with numerous writings by

Alan Jay Gerber

the rabbis, and the
second focusing on
making the parsha
more meaningful in
terms of practical
application and mus-
sar.

The great rab-
binic luminaries
whose insights grace
the two volumes,
which total 488 pages, span
from legendary rabbanim like
Rashi and the Vilna Gaon to
present day luminaries like Rav
Hershel Schachter and Rav
Yaakov Neuberger, altogether
representing the entire range of
Orthodox Jewish thought.

Dr. Friedman was educated
at the Yeshiva of South Shore
under the leadership of Rav
Binyamin Kamenetzky. After
graduating Yeshiva University
High School and Yeshiva Uni-
versity, Dr. Friedman learned
under Rav Joseph Soloveitchik,
zt”l, and Rav  Herschel
Schachter.

Today, Dr. Friedman is an
internist/cardiologist living in
Teaneck, NJ, and a member of
Congregation Beth Abraham in
Bergenfield, under the spiritual
guidance of Rav Yaakov Neu-

THE KOSHER BOOKWORM

Torah from the heart

A cardiologist's commentary collection

berger.

Dr. Friedman still maintains
his Five Towns connections,
especially with Rav Binyamin
Kamenetzky and with former
classmate Rav ~ Mordechai
Kamenetzky, who originally
brought this learned work to my
attention.

Among the commentators
cited by Dr. Friedman in this
work is one very distinguished
communal rabbi whom I have
enjoyed a particularly warm
relationship with for over forty
years, Rabbi Herbert W. Bomzer
of Yeshiva University. The fol-
lowing is an example of Rav
Bomzer’s Torah scholarship.

In last weeK’s parsha, Eikev,
(my bar mitzvah parsha) Rav
Bomzer is quoted extensively by
Dr. Friedman concerning what
defines and constitutes “the fear
of G-d,” and its application to
today’s world, especially as it
applies to the education and the
proper parental role in the rear-
ing of our children.

Drawing his teachings from
the example of Moshe’s learning
fear of the Almighty from his
mother, Yocheved, and sister,
Miriam, Rav Bomzer notes that
Moshe learned by example. Rav

Bomzer infers that any child
who grows up surrounded by
the fear of G-d will be sustained
in his beliefs for the rest of his
life. Rav Bomzer writes:

“The lesson to be derived is
obvious. Fear of Heaven, rever-
ence for the word of G-d; emu-
lation of G-d’s attributes of gra-
ciousness, kindness, love, mercy,
patience, and tolerance are
character traits that must be
learned at home... The impor-
tant thing is to give our children
the opportunity to absorb ‘yirat
Hashem’ [fear of Heaven] so
that the call of G-d will be easily
answerable by them as it was by
Moshe.”

This clear message is one
that is most opportune on the
cusp of the new school year and
should be taken to heart by
every parent in our community,
for without a spiritually stable
home environment, almost no
amount of intensive yeshiva
education will have the immedi-
ate desired affect upon our chil-
dren.

Rabbi Bomzer’s many years
as a Young Israel rabbi and edu-
cator in Brooklyn is indeed
reflected in these remarks. He
continues his teachings to this

Deadline:

Coming up in

Back to School 1:
August 28

Monday, August 24 at 10 a.m.

Reserve now — call 516-569-4000 and ask your
sales representative for rates and information:

Cedarhurst, Lawrence, Inwood & Far Rockaway
Helene Parsons — ext. 290
hparsons@thejewishstar.com

Woodmere, Hewlett & Great Neck
Maury Warshauer — ext. 219
mwarshauer@thejewishstar.com

Mayer Fertig, Publisher — ext. 291
mfertig@thejewishstar.com

Back to School 2:
September 4

Deadline:
Monday, August 31 at 10 a.m.

300601

a nl

SPECIAL ="
DENTAL Pos
IMPLANT *

'395" 0

(Nobel Biocare ONLY $100 add'l)

25 Years’ Experience

day at Yeshiva Univer-
sity, and in his fre-
quent Divrei Torah in
his Shabbos visits to
his children in
Cedarhurst at Rav
Dovid  Spiegel’s
famed Beis
Medrash of
Cedarhurst.

This South
Shore connec-
tion, taken
together with
Dr. Friedman’s
selection  of
the many
other Divrei
Torah make
these two
volumes an
excellent
addition to
anyone’s
Torah library. This reviewer
particularly appreciated Dr.
Friedman’s inclusion of Rav
Bomzer’s learning.

In conclusion, I would like
to make special note of the role
played by Devora Publishing
and Five Towns native Yaakov
Peterseil in making this particu-
lar work available to the Jewish
reading public in so attractive a

*

pensive

Teeth Whitening

Brightens your teeth up to

Maintenance Kit $135
Inv
*500 Off
° ° ° )
invisalign

The Clear Alternative to Braces

format. This effort

is a true literary hiddur mitzvah.
Hopefully, this effort will
encourage other baaleh batim to
compile similar works of literate
Torah scholarship to be shared
by all of us.

PORARY
ICALAMPLANT CENTRE

ENFRUAMPLANTS
iOASIIVEOIENE:
NGRS ERE BEST!

*350

(°800 Value)

10 shades in 1 hour!

isible Braces

“This letter of appreciation is being
sent to express my total and
complete satisfaction for the care,
concern and demands for perfec-
tion even beyond that of the
patient. From the beginning of my
procedures the personal touch of
each of the doctors and staff there
extended fto me created a degree
of confidence that is rare. | cannot
express to you my satisfaction and
appreciation exept to tell you that |
am smiling a lot more these days.”

- J. Johnson

4 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS
Massapequa Park © Rego Park © 415t & Madison Ave ® Scarsdale

Open
Sundays

212.269.9500

www.ContemporaryDentallmplantCentre.com
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To Advertise In This Section, Call 516-632-5205

Vacation Sales

Vacation Sales

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

-7 full Irish breakfast and service charges and

(OW!

taxes included 2
* Price per person based on double occupancy - Land only §
Air & Car rental upon request,

Call +1 800 283 7262
or go to
www.JetVacations.com

'l ! IVACATIONS

DAY HABILITATION WORKER WANTED
High School Diploma (higher education
preferred), reliable transportation & willingness
to travel within Nassau County. 3 letters of
reference required, part time, flexible schedule,
competitive salary, apply in person.

Main office located @ 2
128 Atlantic Ave. * Lynbrook, NY 11563 3
Contact Jeff Ridley at 516-823-9500 ext 250

Land For Sale Land For Sale

NYS LAND & WATERFRONT AUCTION

One-Time Event — Over 25 Properties!

Call 800-229-7843 or visit
www.LandandCamps.com for pictures.

¢ Pulaski/Salmon River Area — 11AC w/ Lake
* Old Scout Camp Property — 15AC Waterfront
* Tug Hill/Salmon River Area — 5AC
* Oneida Lake Area — 7-9AC Tracts
¢ Independent River/Otter Creek Horse Trails — 16AC on River
* Snowmobile — Tug Hill Trails — 5-8AC

CALL TO PRE-REGISTER — 800-229-7843

Announcements Announcements

VILLAGE OF FREEPORT RECREATION AND
PARKS DEPT. ANNUAL FALL

GEM s« MINERAL SHOW

Freeport Recreation Center
130 E. Merrick Rd.
Freeport, LI, N.Y,

August 29-30, 2009

Sat. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Sun. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

CHURCH &T.
[HENAY 5T,
LIBERTY AV.

Minerals * Fossils o
Jewelry ¢ Silver « Gold
Beads * Crystals ¢ Stone Setting

e Dealers Adults $5.50 . . . w/this ad $5.00
2 ibi 1 Child Under 12 w/parent - FREE
g ° EX-thItS Chairman: R. Gose F!?O. Box 1418
é * Prizes Melville, NY 11747 « (631) 271- 8411

REAL ESTATE EMPLOYMENT

CoOps & Condos/Sale

ATTENTION:

Experienced Sales
Professionals
Are You Comfortable
Working on the Web?

HEWLETT- (HEWLETT PARK) Top Floor
Corner Unit. 2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath, Mint!
$229k. Owner: 516-524-5561

LAWRENCE "THE PLAZA” Elegant 1
Bdrm, 1-1/2 bth, front apt w/terrace.
cust eik, w/i closets, mid $300’s
ANESSA COHEN 516-569-5007

We Need Experienced
Salespeople to Sell
Advertising On Our New
State-of-The Art Website

Apartments For Rent

e Strong Communication Skills
CEDARHURST NO FEE Modern 2BD, 2Bth,

CAC, W/W, W/D, Storage, Private . E;i?g;gc

Entrance, Indoor Parking, Near All. Starting .

At $1795 (516)860-6889/ (516)852-5135 ¢ Computer Skills a Must
Salary, Weekly Commissions,

Bonus, Health Benefits, Dental,
401K, Life Insurance, Vacation,
Sick & Personal Time.

Offices For Rent

COMMERICAL OFFICE SPACE: Prime
Great Neck Location. Units From 1373-
8000 Sq Feet. Parking, Walk To Train/
Village Ideal For Call Center Or Doctors
Office.(516) 996-2263

RICHNER COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
Publishers of Twenty-Seven Community
Newspapers and PrimeTime Xpress.

Confidential Interview
E-mail Your Resume to
RGlickman@LIHerald.com

One

phone call,
one order,
one heck of
a good price
to run your ad
in any state,
or across the
country.
Call the
USA Classified
Network

HEWLETT OFFICE SPACE Available
Private Office, Waiting Room And Bath-
room. Perfect For Therapist Or Similar
Professional. $750 A Month
516-647-6851

~

Florida Real Estate

SUNNY FLORIDA,

Own or Rent Your Dream House,
Price Reduced! Motivated Owner.
Championship Golf Courses,

Boca Raton Boca Woods Country Club.
LOCATION...LOCATION...LOCATION!
This 2 BR with Convertible Den, 2 Bths,
2-Car Garage, Large LR, DR, Breakfast
Area is Situated on a Cul-de-sac Street
with a MAGNIFICENT LAKE VIEW.
Brand New Tile Roof. An Oversized
Patio with a PRIVATE POOL Completes
this Unique Residence. Boca Woods
Features two 18-hole Championship Golf
Courses, Driving Range, Har Tru Tennis
Courts, Fitness Center, Large Heated
Community Pool, Separate Cabana
Grill, Beautiful Very Active Clubhouse,
Pro Shop and Valet Parking for
Residents and Guests. A Golf Course
Membership is Required.
MOTIVATED SELLER/ LANDLORD
Was $360K...NOW $269K. or Rent:
Was $4,250...NOW $2900/ Month
Please Call or E-mail Sunny Rappaport
for More Information or a Showing of
this Lovely Property.
BRANHAM REALTY INC. 561-306-2119
sunny.rappaport@ gmail.com

SELII._IIgSSSEQ))UR today!
run Your Ad in The ].ewish Star 1 '800'
Just Call Our Classified
 Departmentat 231-6152
516-632-5205 & J

Careers
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: @
bnr INASHKFLON  REGULATF OLDER DRIVERS A PARENT'S GREATEST GIFT &
¥

Lt Prayer and
The Smell | ipspiration in
of Blood | Woodn

“Ten thousand rally for
Israel in Manhattan

FOR
CONFIDENTIAL INTERVIEW
EMAIL YOUR RESUME TO: MFERTIG@Q THEJEWISHSTAR.COM

RICHNER COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

Publishers of the HERALD Community Newspapers
————————— Careers —//™/™/™———

TEAM!

e SALES EXPERIENCE
e STRONG

¢ CREATIVE
e ENERGETIC
e CAR NECESSARY

SALARY, EXPENSES,

JoB OPPORTUNITIES:

e OUTSIDE AD CONSULTANTS
e INSIDE AD CONSULTANTS

JOoIN OUR

COMMUNICATION SKILLS

(FOR OUTSIDE SALES ONLY)

WEEKLY COMMISSIONS,
BoNUS QUARTERLY, 401K,
HEALTH BENEFITS, DENTAL,
LIFE INSURANCE, VACATION,
SiCcK & PERSONAL TIME

r-‘m-Emm .S'fimmjfl‘.‘mrﬂlr

CONFIDENTIAL INTERVIEW.
EMAIL YOUR RESUME T0: RGLICKMAN @ILIHERALD.COM

EDITOR/ REPORTER

Herald Community Newspapers, a 15-edi-
tion chain of local, community newspa-
pers, seeks an experienced newspaper
editor-reporter for one of its papers cov-
ering communities on the South Shore of
Nassau County. We focus on community
news, on the people in the neighbor-
hoods we serve, covering the schools,
events, crimes, celebrations, issues and
happenings that affect our readership.
Qualified applicants must have at least
three years newspaper editing and
reporting experience. Applicants must
provide a salary range sought.
Benefits, good salary.

E-mail or fax resume to EDITOR, to
B. Barkley, Human Resources.
E-mail: BBarkley@liherald.com

Fax: (516) 569-4942
Or mail to 2 Endo Blvd.,
Garden City, NY 11530
No phone calls, please.

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS
ADVERTISING/OUTSIDE

MARKETING DIRECTOR-
P/T
FLEXIBLE SCHEDULE
Richner Communications is looking for a
creative and forward thinking person to
handle their marketing, promotions, and
publicity. This is a part-time position
with flexibility in scheduling, but would
require some evening and weekend
hours to handle certain events from
time to time. Some responsibilities
include: Development of sales and mar-
keting collateral to support the
Sales Department, Develop cross plat-
form opportunities to expand our brand
in the community, Oversee all special
events as well as manage all budgetary
matters involving sales/ marketing joint
ventures. The ideal candidate will have
at least 5-8 years experience working in
publishing and marketing, strong writ-
ten and verbal communication skills,
previous event planning experience,
strong leadership and organizational
skills and be skilled in effectively
designing and writing promotional and

n materials for sales and

SALES
The Jewish Star Seeks Aggres-
sive, Outgoing, Outside alespeople
for Immediate Openings. Excellent
Opportunities for Highly Motivated
Self-Starters, Especially as Second
Income; High Commission +
Bonus; Work Near Home in
Lucrative Territories In and Near
Five Towns; Very Competitive
Benefits for F/T; P/T Also
Available; Sell Products You're
Proud of in Warm, Family-friendly
Environment. Car and Cell Phone
Required. Email Resume and
Cover Letter to
mfertig@thejewishstar.com.
Please, No Calls.

HIRING?
run Your Ad in The Jewish Star
Just Call Our Classified
Department at
516-632-5205

you can afford—

ADVERTISING PROFESSIONALS
JOoimN Our TEAM!

e SALES EXPERIENCE
* STRONG COMMUNICATION SKILLS
e CREATIVE
¢ ENERGETIC
e CAR NECESSARY
SALARY, WEEKLY COMMISSIONS, EXPENSES
BonNUS QUARTERLY, 401K, HEALTH BENEFITS,
DENTAL, LIFE INSURANCE,
VACATION, SICK & PERSONAL TIME.
¥PART-TIME POSITIONS ALSO AVAILABLE

¢8905

ﬂkﬁz@? toyplace
e

Pywvanted -

Reach the most qualified candidates at the lowest cost—
Using the Newspaper Classified Advertising Network. &
The audience you need at a price

Perfect for hiring school administrators, g
medical personnel, truck drivers, etc.

THE JEWISH¥& STAR

pr
management teams. Qualified candi-
dates, email your cover letter and
resume to hr@thejewishstar.com All
inquires are confidential.

SERVICES

Moving & Storage

AVODA
MOVING & TRUCKING
We Are All You Need

To Move!

516-315-3710
usdot#1699485

Personal Services

PERSONAL HEALTH FOOD CHEF
Available To Prepare Elegant/ Delicious
Meals Delivered To Your Door Or
Prepared In Your Home. Specializing In
Vegetarian, Vegan, Kosher And Raw Food
Delights. Contact Deena At 347-325-
2069

NeTwork

ADVERTISE YOUR
BUSINESS
run Your Ad in The Jewish Star
Just Call Our Classified
Department at
516-632-5205

Weigh the Advantages
of Legal Advertising in

T
JEWISH
STAR

For information on rates and
coverage, contact our Legals Dept.

at 916-569-4000.

A ConAgra storage facility in Pennsylvania

New twist on
old flour

First ever yoshon flour storage factlity opens

BY TOVA ROSS

In yet another sign of how
important the kosher market
segment is becoming, ConAgra
Foods, in a joint venture with
Kof-K, is designating an entire
facility for the production of
yoshon flour.

For those unfamiliar with
the concept of yoshon, it literal-
ly means “old,” and refers to
grains that took root prior to the
first day of Passover. Halacha
states that those older grains are
the only that may be eaten in
the current year. Grains that
took root after the second day of
the holiday were to be stored
until the next year’s grain offer-
ing was brought; only then
could they be used.

Until now, yoshon flour
was available only as frozen
stock or for bulk purchase and
was notoriously difficult to
obtain. Observing the halacha
of yoshon in the US was a stren-
uous endeavor, according to
Rabbi Dovid Gorelik, a yoshon
expert at the Orthodox Union,

“If both cholov yisroel and
yoshon products are not readily
available in a community, an
individual committed to observ-
ing both stringencies can afford
to eliminate dairy from his diet,”
Rabbi Gorelik maintained.
“However, grains are a major
food component and encompass
many products, such as bread,
pasta, pizza, and cake. What
will this person do for Shabbos
challah?”

The relative dearth of
yoshon products in the US is
easy to explain given the intrica-

cies of kashrut law and the
effort needed to produce yoshon
flour, all for a market that is rel-
atively small. Though no hard
numbers exist of how many
Jews in the U.S. keep yoshon, it
is an acknowledged minority.
Coupled with the very real
threat of insect infestation,
which has the potential to wipe
out stockpiled frozen flour, mills
could not be guaranteed any
significant return on their
investments.

The new supply of yoshon
flour is the brainchild of Rabbi
Michoel Brukman of the Kof-K,
who decided to make yoshon
his cause celebre after witness-
ing families struggling to keep
the halacha.

“Families were buying up
thirty, forty boxes of yoshon
cereal to tide them over the sea-
son,” recalled Rabbi Brukman
about a recent Pesach in Brook-
lyn.

Rabbi Brukman met with
ConAgra officials last November
to make the case for the large-
scale distributor to devote time
and resources towards produc-
ing yoshon flour. Met with skep-
ticism, Rabbi Brukman contin-
ued with several other projects,
and in the midst of a business
visit to China, received a call
from a ConAgra official giving
the go-ahead for the project. In
the interim, ConAgra initiated
an intensive marketing cam-
paign among kosher consumers
to determine whether yoshon
products were marketable.

Peter Bisaccia, ConAgra’s
director of sales, was surprised

See NEW TWIST, Page 11
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The ConAgra facility in Denver

Continued from Page Ten

by the reaction in the Jewish
community.

“The customers we polled
were very receptive to the idea
of having fresh yoshon flour
more widely available, so the
company decided it was a viable
option for us to pursue,” he said.
“Since we began shipping
yoshon flour on august 10, peo-
ple have been so positive in

deliverad to your home,
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The world's largest online kosher supermarket
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their response I'm getting a bit
nervous we might run out of
supplies this year.”

Right now, all shipped flour
travels to ConAgra’s bulk trans-
fer terminal in the Bronx, but
due to the overwhelmingly
response, Bisaccia said there are
plans to ship flour to ConAgra’s
facility in Martins Creek, PA,
which it will package the bulk
product into 50 Ib. bags avail-

able for truckload purchase. The
sack flour will be available after
September 1.

Keeping with the strict
kashruth laws, ConAgra’s
milling and storage plant in
Denver will have a kashruth
supervisor on-site to ensure the
milling and storing the flour is
done correctly according to Jew-
ish law. The trucks used for
delivering the flour to the Bronx
are also regularly checked for
cleanliness by another kashrut

RACQUETBALL

WITH THE

RABBI

Benefiting the Levy Yitchok Wolowik Memorial Library
& The Chabad of the Five Towns

FITNESS CLUBS

supervisor, and they are sealed
after each cleaning until they
reach the purchasing bakeries.
As the flour is fresh each week,
the question of infestation is
severely limited.

Rabbi Gorelik believes that
this new initiative will have a
snowball effect in the Jewish
community.

“Yoshon is like anything
else,” said Rabbi Gorelik. “When
it becomes easier, more people
are likely to fulfill it.”

Faren-Radsed Atlantie $a.a9/ea

Salmon Fillet

$6.99/1b

White Cauliflower Empire Kosher Chicken

$06.99/1b
Breasts, Boneless & Skinless

e love this

versstile vegetable

because it absorbs

the full flavor of

With pastel pink- 7
orange color and
meaty flavor, it's

Plump, heatthful and
flavorful, they're ideal
for sandwiches and

e

The First Annual “Racquetball with the Rabbi”
at Life Glubs-Lawrence

o
“ff.-:’f.-’ gresl whelher
cooked through or
pink in the middle,
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What is Eco-Kosher?

Can 1serve kosher and non-kosher

spices. shlads.
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DINNER TONIGHT

Inthe late 19703, Rabbi Zaiman
Schachter-Shalomi, renowned for hiz
tendency to fuse together old and nevy
approaches to Judaism, coined the word
“eco-kosher.” marked?
Eco-kesher connects modern ecology
(such as concerns about incustrial
agricutture, global vwarming and fair
treatment of workers) with kosher, ancient
Jewish dietary laws about food
production, preparation and eoting (such
as rilual slaughler, separstion of meat and
milk, and tithing of fruit).

Read

food at the same table?

Is it okay to serve kosher and non-kosher
food at the same table on Thanksgiving
provided the food and dishes are clearly

Firgl, | musl put a cavest on everything else
that fm going to say. | am not an expert on
Kkashrit (Jewish dietary lavs). As a Reform
Jew, | choose to abserve kashna as | see
1it, but | am not the person “in charge” in my
communtty, or any other...

Cooking with Caramel

=g

Inspired by this week's specials

. Roasted Salmon
te -V with Spicy
- Cauliflower

WORLD FAMOUS
KOSHER CARTOONS! {Q}

A screenshot from the redesigned Kosher.com website

THE INTERNET GOES KOSHER

Continued from Page One

store’s previous owners became
embroiled in a messy dispute
with the Vaad HaKashrus of the
Five Towns and Far Rockaway,
so Kauftheil bought Gourmet
Glatt and now Kosher.com’s
operations are based out of the

store’s warehouse.
“Glatt is a good anchor,”
Kauftheil explained. “We're

using a lot of the same mer-
chandise. We’re bringing a very
high quality product out to
Kosher.com.”

“The kosher market is
viewed as a niche market, but
it’s a massive niche market,” said
CEO Aaron Dobrinsky. “You'll
hear numbers from $40 billion
to $200 billion. And the demand
is always there so, to me, we're
solving a need in the market-
place. The demand is there, the
necessity is required and we’re
facilitating the ease of delivery.”

45% of kosher consumers
live outside of the major metro-
politan area, Dobrinsky said,
and while they have access to
common kosher goods available
in common stores, more special-
ized items are harder to get.

“Maybe they can get
Empire frozen chickens but they
can't get fresh meat or Osem
croutons or Middle Eastern
couscous. Do they have a kosher
bakery? Do they have anything
more than challah?”

He wouldn’t discuss num-
bers but Dobrinsky said that the
unpublicized test version of the
site already has three trucks
going into Manhattan daily.

“If Kosher.com is capable of
delivering even a fraction of what
Amazon does for the consumer
world or what FreshDirect does
for the general produce world,
Kosher.com should be revolution-
ary,” said Dani Klein, head editor
of the kosher travel blog
Yeahthatskosher.com and a social
media marketing consultant.

Elie Rosenfeld, CEO of
Joseph Jacobs Advertising, a
ninety-year-old communications
firm specializing in the Jewish
market, was equally positive.

“Kosher consumers in the
metro New York-area have been
looking for a convenient,
upscale opportunity to buy gro-
ceries and kosher provisions.
With a well-thought out and
strategic plan from Kosher.com
it seems like that is really in
sight,” Rosenfeld said. “Other
people have failed doing this in
both the kosher and general
market,” he noted, “and the
people that are out there, Fresh
Direct and Peapod, in their cur-

rent form, have learned from
many of the mistakes. The
opportunity for Kosher.com to
build on that seems to be great.”

The redesigned website also
hopes to become the center of a
vibrant online kosher community.

Jamie Geller, dubbed “the
Kosher Rachel Ray” by the
Miami Herald for her popular
“Quick and Kosher” cookbook,
has been named CFO — Chief
Foodie Officer, that is — and
will oversee a steady offering of
articles, recipes and forums, as
well as video features about “the
kosher life-style.”

“We’re the world’s largest
supermarket, but in essence, we
want to be the singular destina-
tion for all things kosher,” Geller
explained.

Geller will draw on her
background as a senior writer
and producer at HBO where,
among other responsibilities,
she ran marketing campaigns
for popular television shows like
The Sopranos.

Geller views Kosher.com as
a combination of FreshDirect for
the local market and an Amazon
with an extensive inventory that
can be shipped anywhere, at
prices that she says will be com-
petitively in the range of most
kosher groceries.

She also believes that the
site will attract a wide demo-
graphic, appealing not just to
the Orthodox kosher consumer,
but to traditional Jews, and
even non-traditional kosher con-
sumers.

“It’s not just people who are
keeping kosher to the strictest
level; [People] interested in
some connection to Judaism, on
Rosh Hashana they'll be search-
ing for gefilte fish recipes. This
is some aspect of their heritage
they want to connect to and
we're here for them. If it’s
kosher meat or just challah or
wine, or exploring what it
means to be kosher,” Geller said.

“And it’s not just kosher. It’s
vegetarians; it’s [Muslims for]
halal; it's people who are inter-
ested in ethnic, the same way
they’re interested in Mexican
and Thai food. People believe
[kosher] is healthier. I have tons
of non-kosher neighbors who
only bought meat from the
kosher meat section.”

Geller expects a diverse
community on the site’s forums.

“People who love food
come in all shapes and sizes,”
she said.

In separate conversations,
Kauftheil, Dobrinsky and Geller,
all who whom are Orthodox,
mentioned a religious aspect —

the mitzvah of making kosher
food more accessible.

“We’re not doing charity
here,” Kauftheil said, “but we’re
doing business that is good.
We're bringing kosher food to
people who don’t have it. There
are people who are leaning
towards kosher but they just
don’t have access. I hope we
make a lot of money, but if we
can get several people to make
that step [of becoming kosher],
it'll be worth it.”

So far, the early version of
Kosher.com has seen its share of
interesting orders, including ship-
ping a complete Passover Seder
to Afghanistan and kosher jelly
doughnuts to a prison in Hawaii.

“Three days to get there,”
Kauftheil remarked. “Somebody
in the prison needs jelly dough-
nuts for Chanukah.”
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Guest Rabbi - S. Zalman Wolowik

Rehabilitatition

Please contact Fred Heyman at 516.371.2225 or fishstok@aol.com
for reservations, contributions & information

Big Thanks to our Sponsors:
SIGNATURE BANK, PHILS AUTOBODY & 5 TOWNS TOTAL
MEDICAL & REHABILITATION
Breakfast Provided By:
GOTTA GETTA BAGEL & SUPERSOL

Special thanks to Frederic Heyman and
Five Towns Total Medical and

$50 Donation provides Open Court Time,
Bagels, Lox and a Limited Edition Life
Clubs “Racquetball with the Rabbi” T-Shirt!
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And the champion is ...
Cong. Beth  Sholom of
Lawrence.

It was a hot day on the
baseball diamond for the final
round of Inter-shul play, on Sun-
day, August 16, and all the

tired Commissioner Eli Dworet-
sky: “We all had a great sum-
mer, made new friends and
brought achdus to the playing
field. Let’s bring that good feel-
ing to everyday life: do a mitz-
vah and help a fellow person.

SEMI-FINAL GAMES:
BETH SHOLOM
YI NORTH WOODMERE

RESULTS

19 V' SHTEEBL 6
10 V' CHABAD 6

CHAMPIONSHIP GAME

teams put in their best effort. Until next year: Shana Tovah.”

BETH SHOLOM 12 V' YI NORTH WOODMERE 2

A final thought from a very

Photos by Mike Felix

Some of the exciting action at the final game of the inter-shul baseball league season, a

SATURDAY NIGHTS 10:30 PM - 2:30 AM

WVOS 95.9 FM CATSKILLS e WMCA 570 AM METRO NY

faceoff between Cong. Beth Sholom of Lawrence and Young Israel of North Woodmere.

TUNE IN WEEKNIGHTS 7 PM -2 AM MON- THUR
WSNR 620 AM METRO NY

TALKLINE WITH SATURDAY NIGHTS

ZEV BRENNER

MON-THUR
9PM-10PM
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TALKLINE

COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK BACH summer carnival

at the first annual BACH summer carnival in Long Beach on Sunday.
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Short people and tall people - well, actually, people on stilts and others,

NORTH SHORE HEBREW ACADEMY HIGH SCHOOL
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DO YOU HAVE A CHILD INTERESTED IN JOINING THE NSHAHS FAMILY IN SEPTEMBER, 2009?

Visit our web site at www.nshahs.org to learn more about our school. Many of your questions will be answered on the website.

To apply, click on Admissions and download our application and mail it to the school immediately.

If you have additional questions, please call Ms. Jane Bernstein in charge of Admissions at 516-487-2424, extension 1112
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“wYour Elders Sthall Dream Dreams and Your Yourh Shall See Visions." Joel 3:1
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