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B Y  E L I Z A B E T H  B E R N E Y

n George Orwell’s classic,
“1984,” the ruling totalitarian
regime ensures its power by re-
writing history. Documents evi-

dencing real past events are
thrown down “memory holes,”
presumably to be incinerated.

Israel’s enemies use the same
revisionist propaganda tool. The
PLO Charter declares that “claims
of historical or religious ties of
Jews with Palestine are incompati-
ble with the facts of history,” and
that Palestinian Arabs’ “material,
spiritual, and historical connection
with Palestine are indisputable
facts.” The still unchanged Fatah
Constitution states that “the

Israeli exis-
tence in
Palestine is
a Zionist
invasion...”
The Hamas
Charter
likewise
refers to
Israel as a
“Zionist
invasion”
and claims
that “Pales-
tine has
been a
Islamic
Waqf
throughout
the genera-
tions.”
These his-
torical fab-
rications
are used to
call for vio-
lently eradi-
cating

Israel.    
Arab Palestinian revisionist

history obliterates the most basic
facts about Israel’s Jewish history
from ancient times onwards —
including Jewish Biblical rulers,
King Solomon’s building of the
first Temple (957 B.C.E.), the 50-
year Babylonian exile and return
of Jews to Israel to build the Sec-
ond Temple (538 B.C.E.), the

Independent and original reporting from the Orthodox communities of Long Island
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Happy Independence Day!

What better way to celebrate the red, white and blue this Fourth of July weekend than with a
festive barbecue capped by a berry-filled pie for dessert. See Slice of Life pie recipes on
page 11. 

B Y  Y A F F I  S P O D E K

The OHEL Children’s and
Family Services organization
has recently experienced a sig-
nificant increase in Jewish foster
children, leading to a greater
need for foster parents. 

“These are Jewish children
who have for a number of rea-
sons been removed from ACS
[Administration for Children’s
Services] in New York State and
because they are Jewish chil-
dren, have been directed to
OHEL,” explained Derek Saker,
OHEL’s director of communica-
tions. “The situation is very
immediate as we are experienc-
ing a shortage of Jewish foster
homes.”

Though many are unaware
of the existence of this problem
in the Jewish community, “tragi-
cally, some children need to be
removed from their homes
because their parents are inca-

pacitated and can’t take care of
them,” said Saker.

In the month of June alone,
OHEL placed five children in
foster homes, including a two-
year-old just this past shabbos.

“We take Jewish children of
all affiliations and all different

B Y  M A L K A  E I S E N B E R G

In a show of unity and continuity,
four Kulanu Torah Academy students
joined with their HAFTR peers for a joint
graduation ceremony at Cong. Beth
Sholom on June 15, where HAFTR alum-
ni parents and grandparents assisted in
awarding diplomas.

“It was a very moving graduation,”
said HAFTR’s Director of Development,
Michelle Segelnick. “The connection
with Kulanu, shared with HAFTR and
Kulanu students, teaches HAFTR stu-
dents that there are people out there that
are not like themselves and to be sensi-
tive. How great the Kulanu student feels
in a mainstream program and that they
are included! When Kulanu students get

high-fived by other kids it gives them a
sense of belonging and inclusion that
they would not get anywhere else.”

Kulanu was founded in 2000 to
assist parents of children with disabili-
ties. It serves those with special needs in
cultural, educational and social settings
fostering inclusion, support and advocat-
ing for this population. 

“As part of the inclusion programs,
four Kulanu students participated along
with their classmates from HAFTR in
graduation ceremonies,” said Dr. Beth
Raskin, dean and executive director of
Kulanu.  “Jordan Schoenfeld received a
standing ovation from the audience as he
accepted congratulations from Rabbi
Sholom Fried, coordinator of Kulanu’s

B Y  D A V I D  S E I D E M A N N

You can’t make
this stuff up. Thirty-
seven pages of an
Israeli astronaut’s
diary fell 37 miles to
earth and landed, of
all places, in Pales-
tine, Texas. Google
it, if you don’t
believe me.

He was born June
20, 1954 and would
have celebrated his 55th birthday last
week. Would have, had Shuttle Columbia
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Wanted:
a loving home

An increase in foster kids puts pressure on OHEL

See ILAN RAMON, Page 5See KULANU, Page 11

I N  M Y  V I E W

Purging
Jewish
History

Elizabeth Berney is an attorney living in
Great Neck, New York.  She was the
Republican candidate for Congress in New
York’s 5th Congressional District (north-
ern Nassau County and northeast Queens)
in 2008, and may run again in 2010. 

See VIEW, Page 8

IN THE DESERT
The Kosher Bookworm on parsha

Page 9

HOSPICE IN HALACHA
A doctor’s perspective

Page 3

ABUSE BILL STILL ALIVE
Assembly to hold special session in Sept.

Page 7

”Alarmingly,
from day one,

the Obama
administration
has adopted

what is essen-
tially Arab

Palestinian revi-
sionist history.“

www.thejewishstar.com

An image from a past OHEL ad
campaign to recruit foster parents

See OHEL, Page 6

Kulanu graduates with HAFTR F R O M  T H E  O T H E R  S I D E  O F  T H E  B E N C H

Ilan Ramon’s birthday gift

B Y  Y A F F I  S P O D E K

Riders of the Long Island
Rail Road should take advantage
of the personal customer service
while they still can. Beginning
on Tuesday, Aug. 18, ticket sta-
tions will close at 20 LIRR sta-
tions –– including Woodmere,
Cedarhurst and Hewlett –– in a
move that is expected to save
$2.2 million.

These changes are part of a
larger cost-reduction plan being
implemented by the MTA and
the LIRR. Other service cuts
include the elimination of week-
end service on the West Hemp-

stead branch, and the reduction
of off-peak Port Washington
branch service from half-hourly
to hourly.

“Recent assistance from
Albany allowed the MTA to
reduce the size of the average
fare increase from 26 percent to
10 percent,” explained Salvatore
Arena, assistant director of
media relations for the LIRR .

“However, the financial
package did not address all of
the LIRR’s funding needs. As a
result, some cost-reductions
must go forward and we had to
make some difficult choices.”

Tickets windows with low

ticket sales volume was pinpoint-
ed as an area in which staff
could be reduced, without
affecting a large amount of cus-
tomers. The ticket stations in the
Five Towns “are among the low-
est ticket selling stations of the
51 towns where we have
employees selling tickets,” Arena
told The Jewish Star.

Customers will now need to
purchase tickets at machines
that will be available around the
clock seven days a week. “LIRR
ticket machines currently have a
97.9 percent reliability/ avail-

Service cuts on track for LIRR

See SERVICE, Page 7

Celebrating America’s scenery

David Seidemann

B Y  J U D A H
S .  H A R R I S

The arrival
of July 4th tells
us that summer
is finally here,
and there’s no
turning back.
The sweaters
you might have
been keeping
handy in case
daily weather
f l u c tua t i ons

See SCENERY,
Page 10
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Weddings
! Wedding of Nini Stein
(Lawrence, NY) & Dani Ross
(Lawrence, NY) — June 23,
2009

! Wedding of David Yakubov
(Austria) & Rachel Gerber
Yakubov (Israel) — June 22,
2009

Engagements
! Engagement of Chana Roiza
Egert (Lakewood, NJ) & Yaakov
Yisroel Lietner (Brooklyn, NY)
—June 29, 2009

! Engagement of Michelle Altabe
(Far Rockaway, NY) & Zoli
Honig (Lawrence, NY) — June
28, 2009

Birth
! Birth of baby girl Shevy to
Elozor & Hadassa Ebert
(London, United Kingdom) —
June 22, 2009

To view entire galleries, please visit
www.onlysimchas.com

Dear That’s Life,
It’s no wonder so much of

my life happens at Starbuck’s: I
drink too much coffee. But do
not panic: it is all decaf.

Pulling up to a Starbuck’s
out of the area, I noticed a gen-
tleman without legs wheeling
himself up a slight incline to the
front door in his wheelchair.
Having just parked, I tried to
make it to the door before he
did so I could hold the door for
him, but to no avail –– I simply
am not in the shape I used to
be.   

I still tried, however, to get
the door for him and I can only
imagine the scene inside the
coffeehouse as the pregnant
woman and the man with the
disability fought over who
would hold the door for whom.
Finally, I lost. He just would not
hear of it.

“So, chivalry is not dead?” I
asked him. “Definitely not,” he
replied and even after I was
safely in the store, although I
could reach the handle of the
door and return the favor, he
would not hear of it. I held up
my white flag and officially sur-
rendered. He had won.

I ordered my drink and
then told the barista I would
pay for his drink as well, so she
should please take his order and
then tack it on to my bill. She
smiled and took his order, after
which she let the gentleman
know that his drink was on me.
He thanked me and I smiled,
for, after all, it was the least I
could do.

Drink in hand, I headed for
the door when he stopped me.
“Listen,” he said.  “You’re having
a girl.” Completely taken aback,
I said, “That’s funny. Most peo-
ple in the universe seem to dis-
agree with you.” Shaking his
head, he said, “I am 35 and ‘0’
–– I have never been wrong.” 

Talk about confident, he
then proceeded to name with
absolute certainty what he knew
would be the baby’s astrological
sign, confirming my due date ––
without any hint or actual ver-
bal confirmation from me. But

how could I confirm anything? I
was too busy being speechless.  

Iced coffee and a strange
encounter with a complete
stranger –– that sure is full ser-
vice.

MLW

Dear That’s Life,
Dare I say that I will be the

only one to mention Michael
Jackson’s death in this newspa-
per?  

No, I did not go to the
Apollo Theatre and sign a
memorial nor did I shed a single
tear over the Gloved One’s pass-
ing. But I was one of the mil-
lions of Americans who listened
to the seemingly endless airing
of his music on the day after his
death simply because that was
all that was on the radio. I can-
not remember listening to “Billy
Jean,” collectively, as many
times in the 80s as I did on Fri-
day alone, nor did I ever think I
would be texting lyrics of his
songs back and forth to friends.

The impact of his death
proved to be completely genera-
tional, however, at least in my
family. I listened to this music
when I was a kid and so did my
friends. Before the weird factor
was a factor, his music was just
good. My kids, however, could
not have cared less nor did they
appreciate the worldwide
mourning underway.

Yet another MJ song was
playing when my daughter got
into the car. She heard the voice
on the radio and asked, “Is this
Michelle Jackson?” Clearly, she
was responding to what she
heard. “That’s MICHAEL Jack-
son,” I told her, appreciating her
innocent question. “Oh!” she
said, as the song progressed. “I
didn’t realize Michael Jackson
sang songs and played basket-
ball.” Thrown off for a second
but then quickly regaining my
footing, I replied, “No, sweetie,
that’s Michael Jordan.”

Man, I am old.  

MLW
P.S. Farrah, who?

If something happened to you “that could only happen around here,”
you’ve got to share! Was it funny? Outrageous? Hopefully, it wasn’t too
painful. No matter what, if you type it up and sent it to 
letters@thejewishstar.com you’ll have a chance to win a $25 gift 
certificate to Burger’s Bar on Central Avenue in Cedarhurst — in other
words, you could win an outstanding meal at one of Nassau County’s
most popular kosher restaurants. 

Submissions should include your name, your town, and your daytime and
evening phone numbers. Sorry, but anonymous submissions cannot be 
considered. All decisions by the editors are final and all submissions become
the property of The Jewish Star.

In case you were wondering, Burgers Bar is under the supervision of the Vaad
Hakashrus of the Five Towns and Far Rockaway, and plays music you can find on
MLW’s iPod.

Nini Stein & Dani Ross 

Michelle Altabe & Zoli Honig
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B Y  L E O N  Z A C H A R O W I C Z

The recent article about an
ordained Orthodox rabbi
employed by a hospice (Where
every day counts; June 26, 2009)
was a welcome addition to these
pages, but, as such articles often
do due to space constraints, it
glossed over the very complex
issues involved in ‘end-of-life’
care, issues which have major
implications for Orthodox Jews. 

Whether a ‘terminal’ patient
should ever enter hospice is itself
a halachic question, a question of
Jewish law, given the fact that
much of hospice care in many
facilities reflects a philosophy that
is foreign to Judaism and is much
more in sync with Christian
thought.

For example, in hospice care
the professionals often make sure
to tell the patient he/she is ‘termi-
nal,’ which in Jewish law can be
problematic due to concerns
about the mental anguish such a
prognosis can cause.

In Jewish law we are taught
to violate virtually all command-
ments, including the holy day of
Yom Kippur, to provide ‘chayai
sha’ah,’ extra moments of life, for
a member of our community ––
even if that person is comatose
and without any ‘quality of life.’ 

In contrast, much of the cur-
rent philosophy of hospice care
revolves around notions about
‘quality of life’ and deriving exis-
tential ‘meaning’ from the ‘transi-
tion’ from life to death that are
not only foreign to but also at
odds with fundamental Jewish
values and laws. 

In addition, there are major
financial considerations that
shape the policies of many hos-
pice programs. A wise philan-
thropist once told me, “When
people speak about ideals, look
for the money trail.” For-profit
health programs are hiring peo-

ple of various ethnic backgrounds
in a variation of what in business
is called ‘affinity marketing,’ i.e.
using people who are of the same
ethnic and religious background
to draw in customers. Buyer
beware!

Finally, there are important
medical and halachic considera-
tions in the care of a person con-
sidered to be ‘terminal.’ Good pal-
liative care can often go hand in
hand with therapies that can pro-
long the life of a person –– one of
the highest values in Judaism,
even if the life is prolonged by
only a very short time.

For well over a year I have
been honored to be helping to
develop an end-of-life program
being coordinated through the
good offices of Agudath Israel
that will, with G-d’s help, provide
guidance to community members
on these complex issues.
Lawyers, doctors, and rabbis are
working hard, under the direc-
tion of Rabbi Dovid Zwiebel and
others, to provide immediate
assistance to families faced with
end-of-life issues. 

With G-d’s help, families like
the Golubchuk family of Canada,
and the family of Motl Brody z”l
of Borough Park, will no longer
face uphill, costly, and lonely bat-
tles in their struggle to insure
their religious values and beliefs
are respected.

I would strongly counsel
anyone faced with such issues to
obtain an outside opinion from a
recognized halachic authority, a
scholar of Orthodox Jewish law,
on any and all matters involving
‘end of life’ issues. This opinion
can be prefaced by a review of
the medical aspects of the case by
an outside, independent medical
professional without any ‘vested
interest’ in the outcome or pleas-
ing any particular healthcare sys-
tem.

Those who wish to learn
more about the end-of-life pro-
gram or who have urgent situa-
tions can contact Agudath Israel
of America at (212) 797-9000.

Those who wish to learn
halachic issues involved in end-
of-life care can contact the
Jerusalem Center for Research on
Medicine and Halacha (info@j-c-
r.org or 011-972-2-5383558).
Rabbi Yaakov Weiner shlita
(y.weiner@j-c-r.org) is available
for halachic issues and lectures
around the world on such mat-
ters.

Locally, halachic authorities
such as the renowned Rabbi Tzvi
Flaum shlita can be consulted on
a case-by-case basis
(taryag@aol.com).

I would like to invite anyone
interested in seriously learning
about topics such as these in
medical halacha to join us at the
12th annual International Yarchei
Kallah on Medical Halacha in
Jerusalem, August 5-11, 2009, or
at any of myriad weekend Torah
learning programs run by JCR
around the United States. 

Thanks again to The Jewish
Star for bringing this issue to the
attention of readers.

Leon Zacharowicz, M.D., M.A., is
a neurologist who specializes in
pediatric neurology. He lives in
Far Rockaway.

Hospice in Halacha
The overriding Jewish value of prolonging life

O P I N I O N
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“This letter of appreciation is being
sent to express my total and 
complete satisfaction for the care,
concern and demands for perfec-
tion even beyond that of the
patient. From the beginning of my
procedures the personal touch of
each of the doctors and staff there
extended to me created a degree
of confidence that is rare. I cannot
express to you my satisfaction and
appreciation exept to tell you that I
am smiling a lot more these days.”

- J. Johnson

4 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS
Massapequa Park • Rego Park • 41st & Madison Ave • Scarsdale

212.269.9500
www.ContemporaryDentalImplantCentre.com

Open
Sundays

FREE
Consultation

25 Years’ Experience

SPECIALMUST BRING COUPON
ON FIRST VISIT

$395+

DENTAL
IMPLANT

POST
$445

+
CROWN
$660

Total
Cost

$1,500
Exp. 6/30/09

(Nobel Biocare ONLY $100 add’l)

Teeth Whitening
$350

($800 Value)
Brightens your teeth up to 

10 shades in 1 hour!
Maintenance Kit $135

Invisible Braces
$500Off
The Clear Alternative to Braces

DENTAL IMPLANTS 
don’t have to be expensive 
TO BE THE BEST!

DENTAL IMPLANTS 
don’t have to be expensive 
TO BE THE BEST!
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The Kosher Business Breakfast™
Wednesday, July 8th, 2009 at 7:30 am

WHERE:
The Richner Communications Conference Center

2 Endo Boulevard 
Garden City, Long Island 11530

Just 15 minutes from the Five Towns!

ADMISSION:
$20

Registration and Information:
www.kosherbusinessbreakfast.com or call (516) 284-1144

What will you learn?
• Where to go and what to do if your business needs credit and financing
• Why more marketing in bad times is so unbelievably good!
• How to save the money you spend on health insurance and employee benefits
• When you should start worrying about the Obama Healthcare Plan

Who should come?
• Small Business Owners
• Consultants
• Freelancers

FREE 
PARKING

Breakfast from Gotta-Get-A-Bagel, under strict supervision of the Vaad of the Five Towns.

Space is
Limited

THESE BAGELS MEAN BUSINESSTHESE BAGELS MEAN BUSINESS
Prepare for

Life-After-The-Recession
by attending

Sponsored by
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50 years for Bernie Madoff. If only
modern medicine could keep him
alive for that long. While so many
of his victims remain in desperate

financial straits, justice has been served
to the extent possible; unlike Bernie's
stolen billions, each day has been
earned.

A legal affairs commentator on
newsradio called the sentence a “cheap
shot” by Judge Denny Chin. Since Mad-
off, 71, would have drawn what
amounts to a life term in any event for
running the world's largest known
Ponzi scheme, Chin tacked on extra
years to avoid being criticized for
leniency, the pundit claimed. 

That's nonsense. A cheap shot would
have been the 12-year term Madoff's
lawyer advocated for in a pre-sentenc-
ing letter to the judge. A cheap shot
would have been anything approximat-
ing a run-of-the-mill sentence akin to
those meted out for run-of-the-mill
white-collar crimes. 

Rather, the judge keyed in on the
exquisite need to make an example of
Madoff in this of all cases and meted
out justice accordingly. Chin said as
much in court and should be praised

for the outcome. Generally, he has been
and, like the sentence he handed down,
the plaudits are well earned.

There’s so much more to do in this
case however. Every effort must be
made to make the victims whole, or at
least provide some restitution. It seems
fair overall to withhold funds from
Madoff clients who withdrew money
from their accounts, if it means those
who didn’t can get more back. At the
same time we hope to hear that all of
the victims receive refunds on taxes
they paid on profits that never really
existed and that were never withdrawn. 

Hopefully it won’t take 150 years to
unwind the financial mess that Madoff
created, but we truly do wish he could
read all about from behind bars until
the ripe old age of 221.

! ! !

Some other people we're starting to
wish were behind bars all go by the title
‘Senator.’

On Tuesday, the day we went to
press, even a court order couldn't get
the group of insufferable clowns who

make up the New York State Senate to
focus on vital matters of state. Led, in
part, by our own Dean Skelos –– and
we do not say that proudly this week ––
the whole lot of ‘em continued to play
childish games even as the clock ticked
toward a number of serious deadlines. 

Senate approval is required on a deal
between Nassau County and most of its
union employees to help close a budget
gap and avert 700 layoffs. A financial
aide to the county executive estimates
that delay past July 1 will cost the
county $100,000 a day. That's a lot of
money to lose to political narishkeit. For
New York City, the Senate must ratify
renewed mayoral control of the public
schools, or else the law will require
work to begin on resurrecting the old
Board of Education bureaucracy. Imag-
ine the waste that could entail. 

A blog operated by the JTA news ser-
vice spotlighted a Vermont rabbi this
week that “offered his blessings to the
Yiddish-y named Circus Smirkus.”
We've got a full-blown circus in Albany,
full of clowns who don't seem to know
that the show must go on. Maybe the
good rabbi can swing by sometime.

Editorial

Blessings for a long, healthy life
1
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B Y  R A B B I  A V I  B I L L E T

Imagine a group of strangers
knock on your front door. They
seem imposing. But they are
nonetheless polite and assure
you they mean no harm. For the
sake of the parable, please accept
their claim as truth.

“We need to get to the other
side of your property,” says their
spokesman. “We don’t intend to
harm you, to break anything, or
to destroy your property. But the
easiest way to get to the other
side is through your yard, house
and backyard. Going around the
neighborhood, with all the dead
ends and blocked off streets, will
be a detour we simply do not
want to take.”

Would you let them through?
Perhaps, as the phrase goes,

“A man’s word is his bond.” (See
http://tinyurl.com/manbond for
a debate over the source of this
phrase) If they say they’ll be civil
and treat all nicely, they’ll hold
true to it. On the other hand, no
group has the right to trespass
their way through my private
property. I am entitled to tell
them, “No one goes through
here.”

From a different perspective,
when Egypt closed the Straits of
Tiran in 1967, it was internation-
ally viewed as an act of war

against Israel as it effectively
closed off access to the port of
Eilat. Of course, in that case the
waterways were not “owned” by
either country, and peaceful mar-
itime passage and trade is an
international right for all nations.

It is hard to objectively say
who is the aggressor when a
nation requests permission to
pass through the land. In Biblical
times, the nation requesting pas-
sage usually had no gripe with
those from whom they sought it.

But the nation living in peace
usually did not see things that
way. In Divrei Hayamim (Chroni-
cles) II, 35:21, the King of Egypt
requested passage from King
Yoshiyahu, in order to fight
against the people of Kar’k’mish
along the Euphrates River. A
study of the map indicates the
grueling trip — through the
Sinai desert, or on ship around
the Sinai peninsula and through
what is now Saudi Arabia and
Jordan — they might avoid were
they to travel along the Mediter-
ranean coast of Israel.

We lament on Tisha B’Av over
how Yoshiyahu would not hear
of it, and he met Nekho, King of
Egypt, in Megiddo to wage bat-
tle, where Yoshiyahu was killed.

In our Torah portion, 21:21,
the Israelites make a similar
request of the Emorites. It is

important to understand that
Israel had no intention to fight
with any nations dwelling east of
the Jordan River. They were trav-
eling north to set the stage for
crossing the Jordan to enter the
land from the east, and the land
of King Sichon was in their path.

“Sichon, however, did not let
Israel pass through his territories.
Instead, Sichon mustered up all
his people, and went out to con-
front Israel in the desert. When
he came to Yahatz, he attacked
Israel” (21:23). 

Rashi says he attacked the
Israelites because all the Canaan-
ite nations were paying him taxes
to hold the line against Israel.
When they requested passage,
his reaction was “The only rea-
son I am still here is because I
am being paid to stay here. And
now you expect me to just with-
draw and reneg on my commit-
ments?”

Rashi does not bring proof to
his assertion, so I like to think
that Sichon was also aggressive
because he wanted to be aggres-
sive. There is a difference
between saying “No” and saying
“No. And I want to attack you for
making such a ridiculous
request.” 

If he were to call up his army
and station them along the bor-
der saying, “No one crosses this

line into our country,” that would
be a legitimate act of self-
defense. A nation has the right to
defend its borders. But once he
takes his army to attack the
Israelites for making a request, as
justified as he may be in viewing
their request as unreasonable, he
is no longer holding the party
line of defending borders. He
becomes an aggressor.

The parallel to Israel’s efforts
to seek peace with the Palestin-
ian leaders and terrorists over
the last 15 (or 60) years is
painfully obvious, so we’ll con-
clude with a semi-homiletical
message instead.

To bring such a parallel closer
to home, family, friends, or
neighbors may sometimes ask
favors of us. When we can, it is
nice to help, even when it is
inconvenient. It is also OK to
sometimes say “I am unable to
help you today.”

However, saying “I can’t help
you. And it drives me crazy that
you always ask me to do you a
favor, but you never do one in
return” and telling others about
this uneven exchange, not only
reflects badly on the speaker. It
turns the speaker into an aggres-
sor, a negative trait which is
unbecoming amongst good
human beings.

P A R S H I O T  C H U K A T - B A L A K

From victim to aggressor

Most thorough
award

To the Editor:
Before entering our family

business, I spent 20 years as an
Assistant Attorney General for the
State of New York and Deputy
Counsel at one of the State’s
largest agencies. I have been
interviewed and reported on by
countless reporters from the New
York Times, New York Law Jour-
nal, and many local papers. To
say that you were the most thor-
ough and accurate would be an
understatement. Most articles
have misstatements of fact and
inaccurate or misleading quotes.
Yours do not. Before being inter-
viewed by you, I never met a
reporter who went over quotes to
make sure he or she got them
right.

I specialized in constitutional
law and have always been
intrigued by the balance of power
our founding fathers incorporated
into our blueprint for govern-
ment. A free press is an important
component of our freedom but
far too often the Fourth Estate is
more concerned with circulation
and advertising revenue than it is
with carrying out the lofty goals
of journalism. The pre-Passover
assault by the Vaads could have
easily passed under the radar but
The Jewish Star was the only
news organization willing to
investigate the facile and unbe-
lievable excuse for the Vaads’ last
minute conduct. Your reporting
revealed a much deeper issue
about the dark side of hashgacha
politics and it was picked up by
other papers and many internet
sites.

While not as far reaching as

Watergate, the basic story is the
same: abuse of power that is
revealed by a free press and
responded to by the people.
While the local Vaads bit off more
than they could chew attacking
Streit’s, without your investigative
reporting I don’t think we would
have gotten the groundswell of
support from customers and con-
cerned Jews that we got. It
became a national issue and we
heard from many people outside
the Long Island area.

Thank you for investigating
“the powers that be” to get at the
truth. In an age when most “jour-
nalists” seem content to hype the
Swine Flu and unnecessarily scare
the public, it is refreshing to see
that someone is living up to the
noble goals of your profession.

ALAN ADLER
Aron Streit & Co.

Not well-known
To the Editor:

I’ve always understood
kashrus to be an inyan ne’emonus
(trust in the certifier). I would
like to know where in halacha the
requirement is to have a “nation-
ally known” hashgacha, as you
report that the Vaad HaRabonim
of Queens and the Vaad
HaKashrus of the Five Towns and
Far Rockaway claim is necessary
(Streit’s Matzo to sport Kof-K in
2010; June 26, 2009).

Moreover, if there is a require-
ment for a nationally known
hashgacha, then neither the hash-
gacha of the Vaad of Queens nor
the hashgacha of the Vaad of the
Five Towns is acceptable because
neither of those community orga-
nizations is nationally known.

AARON BERNSTEIN
Lawrence

Letters
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The term “red her-
ring” came into being in
1807. A reporter named
William Cobbett used it to
explain an erroneous news
piece he wrote for the
Weekly Political Reporter,
a British publication. Cob-
bett wrote that Napoleon
had lost the war. Obvious-
ly, he was wrong.

By way of apology the
reporter explained his drastic mis-
take saying it was the “effect of a
political red herring.” He had been
led astray by some distracting misin-
formation that he thought to be true
but that was, undeniably, totally
inaccurate. 

The red herring, a very smelly
fish, was waved under the noses of
hounds trained to hunt fox. The
hounds would be distracted by the
smell, much as Cobbett was distract-
ed by the incorrect information he
was given.

The term took hold. Today a red
herring is used to describe a side
issue that detracts from the main
issue.  

Israeli settlements on the West
Bank are the red herring of Palestin-
ian/Israeli negotiations.

Settlements are a serious deal
breaker issue for the entire Muslim
world. The demand for “no settle-
ments” is all inclusive. It means no
natural growth. It means no building
even within established boundaries.
No new additions on homes, no syn-
agogues, no mikvahs. It means no to
all previous agreements allowing for
growth and building. It means not a
single nail is to be banged. No means
no, and there are no exceptions.

Settlements are an issue, but
they are not the problem. The
Obama administration, in an attempt
to reach out and appease the Muslim
world, has bought into this idea of no
settlement building without realizing
that it is a secondary issue in the
peace negotiations. 

Settlements are a distraction from

the more central issues that
the Arab world will not
confront. The oppressive
thugocracies of the Middle
East are channeling the
anger, frustration and
hatred of the Arab people
and directing it all on the
settler movement. As long
as attention is focused on
the settlers, the people will
not notice the inactivity and

inabilities of their leaders.      
The vast majority of the settler

population is not extremist. The set-
tler population is primarily composed
of law abiding citizens who value
democracy, love Israel and believe in
a biblical mandate. They are Israelis
willing to build suburban enclaves in
areas that many others find difficult
and offensive. They have affordable
homes with substantial land, good
educational systems and easy com-
mutes to urban work areas. They
have reinforced cars and busses to
get them in and out, and sentries and
security systems to keep those who
hate them out because they are the
red herring of the Middle East.

The vast majority of the settlers
will agree with whatever painful deci-
sion Israel leadership takes. They will
vehemently voice their disagreement
and stage demonstrations, but they
will abide by the decision. They are
not murderers and they do not sanc-
tion the murder of innocent others.

The problem does not lie with
the settlers. The problem lies with
Arab, particularly Palestinian, leader-
ship. The problem lies with the
myths that the Arab world has creat-
ed around the settler movement.

Settlements are not the ideal,
but neither are they the font of all
evil.

Micah D. Halpern is a columnist, a
social and political commentator_and
the author, most recently, of
“THUGS.” He maintains The Micah
Report_at www.micahhalpern.com.

not disintegrated over Texas during re-
entry in February 2003, minutes before
landing. So what did Ilan Ramon, the
first Israeli in space, receive for his 55th
birthday?  

On June 21, 2009, Ramon’s son,
Assaf, graduated from the Israeli Air
Force Pilot Training course and received
his wings and rank as an officer. Assaf,
like his father, has decided to make the
skies his home, defending Israel and
bridging the gap between heaven and
earth.

Col. Ilan Ramon was a self-
described traditional Jew who, though
not observant himself, felt kinship with
all Jews of all types. He felt connected
to Jews past and present and specifical-
ly requested that he be allowed to
launch into space with a memento of
the Holocaust. A barbed wire mezuzah
flew with him.

I don’t know if Ramon made Kid-
dush every Friday night here on earth,
but on the Friday night he spent in
orbit, he made Kiddush. Why? Because,
in his words, he represented all Jews on
that journey, those who are moved to
recite the Kiddush on Friday nights, and
those who are not.

Most of the 37 pages that defied
science and didn’t burn to a crisp were
nevertheless illegible. A few pages,
however, were able to be restored and
read, among them Ramon’s handwrit-
ten words of the Kiddush that he
intoned a day or so prior to the Shuttle
Columbia’s break up.

NASA had ordered kosher food for
Ramon from a company in Illinois and
that’s what he took with him as he cir-
cled earth thousands of miles from
where anyone could see him eat non-
kosher if he had so desired. Before
departing, he asked a rabbi how he
should observe Shabbat in space where
a week occurs every 10 and a half
hours.

Why? Because he sincerely felt that
as he rocketed into space he was repre-
senting all Jews, those whose life style
mirrored his, and those whose practices
differed.

He took a dollar from the Lubav-
itcher Rebbe with him and a microfiche
copy of a Torah scroll that had survived
the Holocaust. Why? Because he under-
stood brotherhood and because he
understood past, present and future.

Tons of metal and steel were never

recovered, yet 37 pieces of
paper were. Thirty-seven
pieces of paper that should
have vanished in thin air
floated to earth, to Palestine,
Texas; pages that recorded
Col. Ramon’s time in space,
and a page that recorded his
final Friday night Shabbat
Kiddush. Can you imagine
reciting Kiddush — the words
“and the heavens and the
earth and all of their hosts
were completed” –– while
orbiting above the Earth’s atmosphere,
being able to gaze at the entire planet
through one window of a space shuttle?
Can you imagine paying tribute to the
heavens while flying in the heavens?

Space has a certain serenity, they
say, and Ramon sought and fought to
achieve that peace here on earth. He
was one of the pilots who participated
in Israel’s attack on Iraq’s nuclear reac-
tor in 1981. He understood that mouths
that spew hate rarely are accompanied
by ears that are receptive to dialogue.

Close your eyes when you next
recite the Friday night Kiddush. Picture
yourself in space looking down at Earth
and up even further into the heavens.
Close your eyes and reckon with a
world no human could create let alone
manage.

And then when you return to work
or play on Monday, open your eyes to
the realization that everything you do

should encompass the feelings of all of
humanity, those who think, believe and
practice like you, and those who don’t.

And if you do a good job then
maybe, just maybe, your children will
follow in your footsteps, and receive
their wings to fly through life and soar
to the heavens just like you.

Ilan Ramon’s untimely death is one
worth noting. His life, if not just the last
16 days of his life, should serve as a
model for all of us. His birthday present
last week was surely one that would
make any father proud — a son who
follows his father’s ascent.

David Seidemann is a partner with the
law firm of Seidemann & Mermelstein.
He can be reached at (718) 692-1013
and at ds@lawofficesm.com.

I ’ M  T H I N K I N G  

The red herring of 
the Middle East

Micah D. Halpern

ILAN RAMON’S BIRTHDAY GIFT
Continued from Page One

Photo courtesy NASA TV
Col. Ilan Ramon a”h holds a kiddush cup during a televised news conference from space.

Fragments of Col. Ilan Ramon’s flight diary
that survived Columbia’s destruction.
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Lawrence - Kulanu Young
Leadership Division presents a
movie night on the lawn on Tuesday,
July 7 at 8 p.m. at the home of Ariel
and Baruch Glaubach, 15 Albro Lane
in Lawrence. Hot dogs, popcorn,
snacks and drinks will be served.
The cost is $54 per couple, with pro-
ceeds going directly to support
Kulanu programs and services for
children with disabilities. In case of
rain, the event will take place on
Wednesday, July 8. To join the
Kulanu Young Leadership Division,
please e-mail movienight@
kulanukidsorg or call (516) 569-3083. 

Woodmere - The DRS Bait Medrash
Zvi Eliyahu will be open throughout
the summer from 8-11 p.m., with
Ma’ariv at 10 p.m. The entire commu-
nity is invited to use the learning
facility. The Bait Medrash will be
open Monday through Thursday
nights, but will be closed on Sundays
nights for the summer.  

Oceanside - The Friedberg JCC is
hosting a Bereavement Support
Group for recent widows and widow-
ers, beginning on Wednesday July 8,
from 5-6 p.m, and running for 8
weeks. The group will focus on the
healing process and ways to cope
with grief. A brief interview with the
social worker is required prior to the
first meeting to determine proper
placement. The cost is $120. For
more information or to join, please
call Rachel Bruckenstein, LMSW, at
(516) 766-4341 ext. 131.

Oceanside - The Friedberg JCC is
hosting an event called “Together
Again: Great Teams of the Silver
Screen” on Wednesday, July 8 at
2:00 p.m. Join film historian Phil
Harwood look at romantic teams
from the golden age of Hollywood to
the present. The event costs $6. For
more information, please call Maddy
Levi at (516) 634-4154 or e-mail
mlevi@friedbergjcc.org.

Cedarhurst - The JCC of the Greater
Five Towns Long Island Friends’
Experience (LIFE) group is hosting a
“Movie and Sing Along” evening on
Monday, July 13 from 7-9:00 p.m. at
the JCC, 207 Grove Ave. The fee is
$5. For information, call (516) 569-
6733.  

East Hills - The Sid Jacobson JCC is
hosting an event, “The History of
Islam and Jewish Life in Arab coun-
tries” on Tuesday July 14 from 10:30
a.m. to 12 noon. The cost is $10 and
free for SJJCC members. For more
information, please call Donna
Bernstein at (516) 484-1545 ext. 134

Cedarhurst - The Young Israel of
Woodmere is hosting a lecture on
Thursday, July 16 at 8:30 p.m. as part
of their Dilemma, Discussion and
Dessert series. Rabbi Aaron Glatt will
speak on the topic of “Could a
Churban Happen in our Lifetime?” at
the home of Judy and Steven
Stulberger, 559 Harbor Drive in
Cedarhurst. For more information,
call the shul at (516) 295-0950. 

East Hills - The Sid Jacobson JCC is
presenting a seminar entitled
“Survivor’s Survival Kit” on Tuesday,
July 21 from 10:30 a.m. until 12 noon.
Presented by Martha Kolodkin, this
seminar shows how to minimize the
stress on surviving family members
after you’re gone through the devel-
opment of a Survivor’s Survival Kit.
The cost is $10 and free for SJJCC
members. For more information,
please contact Donna at (516) 484-
1545 ext. 134. 

Oceanside - The Friedberg JCC is
hosting a lecture on “The Baseball

Talmud” on Thursday, July 23 at 7:30
p.m. Join author and radio personal-
ity Howard Megdal as he discusses
his new book, a historical narration
of Major League Jewish Baseball in
America. Cost is $6. For more infor-
mation, please call (516) 634-4154 or
e-mail mlevi@friedbergjcc.org. 

Rockville Centre - Mercy Medical
Center will present a free one-hour
lecture on “My Parents Are Aging.
What Do I Need To Know?” on
Wednesday, July 29 at 7:30 p.m. in
the Mercy League Lounge on the
hospital campus. Registration not
required. The Lounge is located in
the building opposite the hospital’s
Emergency Department. For more
information, call (516) 62MERCY or
visit www. mercymedicalcenter.info.

Lawrence - EndTheMadness is host-
ing their 5th annual Lawrence shab-
baton on the weekend of August 7-8
at Cong. Beth Sholom. The age range
is for singles betweem 25 and 35.
The cost is $35 per person, to be
paid in advance. Space is limited to
48 participants. Meals will be held at
the home of local families, with
other programming and a kumsitz
after shabbos. For more information
and to make a reservation, please
contact Batya at salk1111@aol.com. 

Oceanside - The Friedberg JCC is
hosting a parenting workshop, “Is it
time to go back to school already?”
on Wednesday, August 5 from 10-11
a.m. Come hear tips about helping
your children make the transition
from summer back to school. The
event is free, and childcare is avail-
able for a small fee. Advance regis-
tration required. The JCC is located
at 15 Neil Court in Oceanside. For
more information, please call (516)
634-4192 or e-mail khorowitz@fried-
bergjcc.org. 

cultural backgrounds, and there
is also a cross section of ages
from infants to adolescents,”
said Shelly Berger, OHEL’s direc-
tor of foster care. “We try to
have a diverse group of foster
parents so that when we do get
a child, we do our best to meet
the child’s needs and place them
in a home where they would be
most comfortable.” 

Though she cannot pin-
point the reason behind the cur-
rent surge, Berger is appealing
to the Jewish community for
help. “Right now we seem to
have suddenly gotten a lot of
children in a short period of
time,” she told The Jewish Star.
“When that happens, you start
to feel that you want to be more
proactive in replenishing and
expanding your pool of foster
parents.”

A potential foster parent
may be a young couple with no
children of their own, or an
older family with an established
infrastructure and other chil-
dren. “To decide to become a

foster parent is a process that
can take several months,” Berg-
er noted. “But for those families
who have been thinking about
it, now is the moment for you to
make the call to get the informa-
tion. The need is there and a
number of placements seem to
be on the upswing.” 

Though foster care is
designed to be a temporary situ-
ation, each case is unique.
“Sometimes a foster chid
becomes an adopted child, but
thankfully many do go back to
their biological parents, and that
is the ideal, provided it is a safe
environment,” said Saker.

“However,” he continued,
“the real factor here is the emo-
tional sacrifice that one makes.
The only thing more special
than an OHEL foster child is an
OHEL foster parent. It’s not just
that you’re providing a loving
home for a child, but your home
is also immeasurably enriched...
It can be a life-changing event
for a family.”

For more information on
becoming a foster parent, call
OHEL at (718) 851-6300. 

OHEL
Continued from Page One

ON THE

Calendar Summer in
Long Beach
The Young Israel of Long

Beach has organized several
programs to service the large
influx of families during the
summer. Beginning on the
Shabbos of July 4, Parshiot
Chukat-Balak, there will be a 7
a.m. hashkama minyan, in addi-
tion to the regular minyan at
8:45, followed by a dvar torah
and kiddush. On Sunday July 5,
the YILB youth department will
host a family barbecue, with a
petting zoo, pony rides, a water
slide and carnival booths. On
Monday, July 6, a Simply Tsfat
concert will take place at 7
p.m., kicking off the 2009
Annual Concert Series on the
Boardwalk. On Sunday, July 12,
a bike-a-thon will be held,
starting at 10 a.m. from the
Long Beach boardwalk. The
YILB will hold their annual Yom
Iyun on Sunday, July 26 at 120
Long Beach Blvd, on the topic
of “Issues Confronting Jewish
Youth Today: Three Perspec-
tives.” Featured speakers
include Rabbi Yaakov Horowitz,
Dr. David Pelcovitz and Dr. Nor-
man Blumenthal. For more
information about any of these
events. visit the shul web site
at wwww.yilb.com. 
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Yeshivat Ner Yaakov
Annual Dinner June 2009
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Lois and Jeffrey Tilton
Sandy and Murray Weiss
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B Y  M I C H A E L  O R B A C H

In the latest twist over
child sex abuse legislation, the
New York State Assembly will
meet in special session in Sep-
tember to vote on a controver-
sial bill that was never brought
to the floor.

The bill, dubbed the Child
Victims Act by its sponsor,
Assemblywoman Marge
Markey (D-Queens), would
extend the criminal and civil
statutes for child sexual abuse
cases as well as open up a
year-long window for cases
currently beyond the statute.
With both houses being con-
trolled by Democrats, activists
had high hopes for the bill’s
passing this year. 

According to Mike Arm-
strong, a spokesperson for
Markey, the bill not being
brought to the floor was to be
expected, given the turmoil in
the New York State Senate.
Most importantly, Armstrong
maintained, the bill has
enough votes in the Assembly
to pass.

“The Speaker has assured
her [Markey] that he wants
the bill to become law and he’s
committed to it being brought
to the floor,” Armstrong said.
“When you dodge the bullet at
one moment, you can regard it
as a victory,”

The adjournment led to
claims of victory from oppo-
nents of the bill, who include
organizations as diverse as the

Catholic Conference and the
United Talmudic Academy of
Williamsburg. Assemblyman
Vito Lopez (D-Brooklyn)
emerged as the most promi-
nent opponent of the legisla-
tion by sponsoring a compet-
ing bill that does not include
the year-long window.

Lopez argues that his bill,
which also did not make it to
the Assembly floor, has much
broader support in the State
Senate and Assembly.

“I have 66 sponsors in the
Assembly, [Markey] has 42,
which do you think should
come to the floor? “ Lopez told
The Jewish Star. “[The Markey
Bill] has no chance of passing
in the Senate.”  

Supporters of the Markey
bill offer a different take.

Marci Hamilton, a Yeshiva
University Professor and
author of “Justice Denied:
What America Must Do To
Protect its Children,” described
any victory as purely superfi-
cial. 

“The problem is that the
Catholic Conference is so good
at manipulating the message
that our ragtag army has to
catch up,” she said. “We’re
moving in the right direction.
Not as fast as we’d like, but

we’re getting there.”
Both sides have recently

ratcheted up their efforts. A
group of survivors of sexual
abuse gathered outside of
Assemblyman Lopez’s office in
almost daily vigils to protest
his sponsorship of the compet-
ing bill; last Wednesdays, sur-
vivors clashed with Lopez’s
supporters, who pelted them
with loose change, according
to one of the attendees. 

Survivors for Justice, a
collection of Jewish victims of
sexual abuse and their advo-
cates has been running 30-sec-
ond radio advertisements in
favor of the bill. The latest fea-
tured Gershon Silver, the
grandson of Rabbi Eliezer Sil-
ver, one of the founders of
Agudath Israel of America,
who asked listeners to “heed
the words of my saintly grand-
father,” and support the legis-
lation. 

Lonnie Soury, a spokesper-
son for Survivors for Justice,
believes that the Markey bill is
far from dead. 

“It’s shameful the amount
of effort the church and some
rabbinical authorities put into
defeating this bill,” she assert-
ed. “They put a big effort in
but they haven’t killed it.”

ability rate,” Arena pointed out.
He also noted that over 60
LIRR stations have been operat-
ing without clerks for several
years, and, like the local Five
Towns stations, are equipped
with ticket machines.

For those who may be
unfamiliar with buying tickets
through the machine, the LIRR
will offer customer education to
assist travelers during the tran-
sition period.  Riders are also
encouraged to buy their tickets
in advance through the LIRR’s
Mail&Ride service and the
WebTicket service, which mails
tickets within five business
days, at no extra charge for
postage. Most WebTickets are
discounted by five perecent off
the station price, and monthly
tickets by two percent.

Though each of the affect-
ed stations has two ticket
machines, Arena acknowledged
that they are not foolproof.
“Passengers who buy higher-
priced tickets onboard are enti-
tled to a refund of the differ-
ence, if both ticket machines
are out service at the same
time,” he said.

SERVICE CUTS
ON TRACK FOR
LIRR

Continued from Page One

The Woodmere LIRR train station will lose its two ticket clerks in August,
leaving riders to purchase tickets from automated machines. 

Abuse bill on hold

middle school program. Hakarat
hatov is always accorded to
HAFTR in its partnership with
Kulanu to provide inclusion ser-
vices... The students and faculty
from both programs benefit
from the relationship.”

Jeffrey Schonfeld, Jordan’s
father, expressed his gratitude
toward the two institutions. “We
are so thankful to Kulanu and
HAFTR for offering Jordan the
opportunity to learn in an inte-
grated setting,” he said. “Jordan
excelled beyond expectations in
this unique program and we are
grateful that he was chosen to
receive an award recognizing
his accomplishments.”

The Kulanu High School
program at HAFTR also gradu-
ated along with HAFTR High
School on Wednesday, June 24.
Some Kulanu students graduat-
ed with Regents and IEP (Indi-
vidual Education Program)
diplomas, while others will con-
tinue in a vocational program
until the age of 21, said Raskin.
The program, she noted, “is
unique to New York State,
unique to the community.”

“We recognize Kulanu as
part of our program at gradua-
tion and not a separate entity,”
emphasized Rabbi Dovid
Kupchik, HAFTR middle school
principal. “They walk down and
sit with the HAFTR graduates. It
was very meaningful and appro-
priate.”

The Kulanu-HAFTR sym-
biosis is “excellent,” said
Kupchik. “It’s a win-win situa-
tion. The HAFTR students are
learning at an early age to be
sensitive to kids with special
needs and the Kulanu students
benefit from being in a Yeshiva
building and participating in
many programs and classes and
daily Tefilla (prayers). Both par-
ties recognize the benefits and
the need.  HAFTR is a commu-
nity school and is showing it.”

Though this was Kulanu’s
sixth graduation with HAFTR,
the yeshiva began a “new tradi-
tion” at the ceremony this year,
noted Segelnick. “We gave the
alumni parents and grandpar-
ents the opportunity to present
their graduates with diplomas.”
She said that out of the 99 grad-
uates, there were 34 alumni
parents and 4 alumni grandpar-
ents. “That such a large group of
alumni come back and send
their children is an impressive
statistic,” she said. “It’s definitely
a vote of confidence.”

KULANU
GRADUATES 

Continued from Page One
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strong, a spokesperson for
Markey, the bill not being
brought to the floor was to be
expected, given the turmoil in
the New York State Senate.
Most importantly, Armstrong
maintained, the bill has
enough votes in the Assembly
to pass.

“The Speaker has assured
her [Markey] that he wants
the bill to become law and he’s
committed to it being brought
to the floor,” Armstrong said.
“When you dodge the bullet at
one moment, you can regard it
as a victory,”

The adjournment led to
claims of victory from oppo-
nents of the bill, who include
organizations as diverse as the

Catholic Conference and the
United Talmudic Academy of
Williamsburg. Assemblyman
Vito Lopez (D-Brooklyn)
emerged as the most promi-
nent opponent of the legisla-
tion by sponsoring a compet-
ing bill that does not include
the year-long window.

Lopez argues that his bill,
which also did not make it to
the Assembly floor, has much
broader support in the State
Senate and Assembly.

“I have 66 sponsors in the
Assembly, [Markey] has 42,
which do you think should
come to the floor? “ Lopez told
The Jewish Star. “[The Markey
Bill] has no chance of passing
in the Senate.”  

Supporters of the Markey
bill offer a different take.

Marci Hamilton, a Yeshiva
University Professor and
author of “Justice Denied:
What America Must Do To
Protect its Children,” described
any victory as purely superfi-
cial. 

“The problem is that the
Catholic Conference is so good
at manipulating the message
that our ragtag army has to
catch up,” she said. “We’re
moving in the right direction.
Not as fast as we’d like, but

we’re getting there.”
Both sides have recently

ratcheted up their efforts. A
group of survivors of sexual
abuse gathered outside of
Assemblyman Lopez’s office in
almost daily vigils to protest
his sponsorship of the compet-
ing bill; last Wednesdays, sur-
vivors clashed with Lopez’s
supporters, who pelted them
with loose change, according
to one of the attendees. 

Survivors for Justice, a
collection of Jewish victims of
sexual abuse and their advo-
cates has been running 30-sec-
ond radio advertisements in
favor of the bill. The latest fea-
tured Gershon Silver, the
grandson of Rabbi Eliezer Sil-
ver, one of the founders of
Agudath Israel of America,
who asked listeners to “heed
the words of my saintly grand-
father,” and support the legis-
lation. 

Lonnie Soury, a spokesper-
son for Survivors for Justice,
believes that the Markey bill is
far from dead. 

“It’s shameful the amount
of effort the church and some
rabbinical authorities put into
defeating this bill,” she assert-
ed. “They put a big effort in
but they haven’t killed it.”

ability rate,” Arena pointed out.
He also noted that over 60
LIRR stations have been operat-
ing without clerks for several
years, and, like the local Five
Towns stations, are equipped
with ticket machines.

For those who may be
unfamiliar with buying tickets
through the machine, the LIRR
will offer customer education to
assist travelers during the tran-
sition period.  Riders are also
encouraged to buy their tickets
in advance through the LIRR’s
Mail&Ride service and the
WebTicket service, which mails
tickets within five business
days, at no extra charge for
postage. Most WebTickets are
discounted by five perecent off
the station price, and monthly
tickets by two percent.

Though each of the affect-
ed stations has two ticket
machines, Arena acknowledged
that they are not foolproof.
“Passengers who buy higher-
priced tickets onboard are enti-
tled to a refund of the differ-
ence, if both ticket machines
are out service at the same
time,” he said.

SERVICE CUTS
ON TRACK FOR
LIRR

Continued from Page One

The Woodmere LIRR train station will lose its two ticket clerks in August,
leaving riders to purchase tickets from automated machines. 

Abuse bill on hold

middle school program. Hakarat
hatov is always accorded to
HAFTR in its partnership with
Kulanu to provide inclusion ser-
vices... The students and faculty
from both programs benefit
from the relationship.”

Jeffrey Schonfeld, Jordan’s
father, expressed his gratitude
toward the two institutions. “We
are so thankful to Kulanu and
HAFTR for offering Jordan the
opportunity to learn in an inte-
grated setting,” he said. “Jordan
excelled beyond expectations in
this unique program and we are
grateful that he was chosen to
receive an award recognizing
his accomplishments.”

The Kulanu High School
program at HAFTR also gradu-
ated along with HAFTR High
School on Wednesday, June 24.
Some Kulanu students graduat-
ed with Regents and IEP (Indi-
vidual Education Program)
diplomas, while others will con-
tinue in a vocational program
until the age of 21, said Raskin.
The program, she noted, “is
unique to New York State,
unique to the community.”

“We recognize Kulanu as
part of our program at gradua-
tion and not a separate entity,”
emphasized Rabbi Dovid
Kupchik, HAFTR middle school
principal. “They walk down and
sit with the HAFTR graduates. It
was very meaningful and appro-
priate.”

The Kulanu-HAFTR sym-
biosis is “excellent,” said
Kupchik. “It’s a win-win situa-
tion. The HAFTR students are
learning at an early age to be
sensitive to kids with special
needs and the Kulanu students
benefit from being in a Yeshiva
building and participating in
many programs and classes and
daily Tefilla (prayers). Both par-
ties recognize the benefits and
the need.  HAFTR is a commu-
nity school and is showing it.”

Though this was Kulanu’s
sixth graduation with HAFTR,
the yeshiva began a “new tradi-
tion” at the ceremony this year,
noted Segelnick. “We gave the
alumni parents and grandpar-
ents the opportunity to present
their graduates with diplomas.”
She said that out of the 99 grad-
uates, there were 34 alumni
parents and 4 alumni grandpar-
ents. “That such a large group of
alumni come back and send
their children is an impressive
statistic,” she said. “It’s definitely
a vote of confidence.”

KULANU
GRADUATES 

Continued from Page One
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A Community Soccer Club Serving the 5 Towns of Long Island

Be A Team Player
Now Registering Online at HLSC.ORG

6 WEEK SUMMER SOCCER CLINIC

Go Online Now And Register At WWW.HLSC.ORG
Questions? Email roddy@optonline.net

Late fee of $25.00 will apply after July 31st.

Saturday Intramural                  - Fall & Spring 2009-10
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Our Saturday League continues with great parent coached competitive play for 1st grade and up, and trainer 
run sessions for the younger ones. 9 weeks in the Fall and 8 weeks in the Spring.

Sunday Intramural                  - Fall & Spring 2009-10
players will build skills, get some exercise and have a scrimmage. Meets for one hour each Sunday for 8 weeks in the Fall and 8 weeks in the Spring.

ral fee of $160.00 includes the full Saturday or Sunday Fall & Spring Season.
We offer now a discount of $25 for each additional sibling when registering them at the same time.

Join us for 6 weeks this summer with our fun professional trainers who will focus on dribbling, shooting and ball control. for children going 

League

Program
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Prepare NOW For The
SAT’s, ACT’s, SAT II’s & Regents

Resnick
Reading Center Est. 1968

“Give the Gift of Learning”

We treat 
each student 

as an 
individual.

SUMMER CLASSES
AVAILABLE

REGISTER NOW!
LIMITED SPACE

Individualized Instruction For PSAT’s, SAT’s & SAT II’s
Tutoring In All Subject Areas

Regents Review In All Subjects
• Diagnostic Testing • Remedial Reading & Math • Speed Reading • Comprehension & Study Skills

• Writing Skills • Gifted Program • Learning Disabilities Program • Phonics

• Prep For State Assessment Tests
• College Counseling & Preparation Of College Applications

• Individual Preparation For: 
GED (H.S. Equiv. Exam) & GRE’s, NTE’s MCAT’s, LSAT’s, RCT’s

516-374-5998
All Certified Instructors – Day • Evening • Summer Sessions

Director - Diana Resnick Nahoum
M.S. In Reading, English & Education



Maccabean era and revolt,
the destruction of the Sec-
ond Temple (70 C.E.), the
Bar Kochba revolt (135-132
C.E.), and the writing of the
Mishnah, Jerusalem Talmud
and other religious works in
Israel (200-1000 C.E.).  A
portion of the Jewish peo-
ple always remained in
Israel throughout the mil-
lennia, and Jews constituted
the majority of Jerusalem’s
population from the 1800s
until today.  Jews who
returned to Israel from the
diaspora and purchased
swamps and desert waste-
lands from absentee Turkish
owners and redeveloped the
land; most Arabs moved in
afterwards. Jews living in
ancient communities such
as Hebron for centuries
were murdered in Arab

pogroms in the 1920s and
1930s. Although the Balfour
Declaration (1917) and
League of Nations San
Remo conference (1920)
promised a Jewish State in
the British Mandate, 78 per-
cent of the British Mandate
in which a Jewish state was
to be created was carved
out and given to Jordan.  

Alarmingly, from day
one, the Obama administra-
tion has adopted what is
essentially Arab Palestinian
revisionist history: Islam
and Islamic nations are glo-
rified; Jewish history has
been thrown down a “mem-
ory hole,” and Jews are
viewed as “invaders” of
“Palestinian” Arab land.  In
Cairo, Obama ignored the
historic connection of the
Jewish people to Israel,
instead claiming that the
aspiration of Jews to have a
home in Israel was “rooted”
in the European Holocaust,
and blamed the establish-
ment of the State of Israel
for the “dislocation,” “suf-
fering,” and “humiliation” of
Palestinians.  

Obama’s Cairo speech
was part of an extremely
disturbing pattern. When
Obama took office, appar-
ently a modern-day version
of Orwell’s history re-writ-
ers and expungers quietly
revised the U.S. State
Department’s official
descriptions of the countries
of the world on the depart-
ment’s public website. The
website now glorifies Mus-
lim nations’ thousands-of
years long histories, lan-
guage, archeology, and con-
tributions to science, culture
and poetry –– and has com-
pletely eliminated millennia
of Israel’s history, language
and contributions to cul-
ture, science and the world.  

The U.S. Department of
State thus far has not
responded to my requests
(including a Freedom of
Information Act request) for
a copy of the 2008 pre-
Obama State Department
website descriptions of
Israel and Muslim nations,
which I sought in order to
confirm the recent changes.
However, there is little
doubt that the Obama
administration re-wrote the
country descriptions. In
September 2008 a State
Dept. report referred to
Israel as the historic home-
land of the Jewish people -
which the current adminis-
tration and State Depart-
ment website refuse to
acknowledge. Moreover, the
website now mirrors the
Muslim glorification lan-
guage found in numerous
Obama speeches.

For instance:  “Iran has
always reasserted its nation-
al identity and has devel-
oped as a distinct political
and cultural entity,” and,
“Saudi Arabia is known as
the birthplace of Islam.”
Ancient cultures which lived
in Saudi territory over a
5,000-year period, and the
Saud family’s rise and fall
several times from 1750
onwards are described.

By contrast, the official
U.S. State Department
description of Israel’s histo-
ry starts just a little over
100 years ago, with efforts
“initiated” by Theodore
Herzl for a sovereign home-
land for Jews “in Palestine.”
The State Department gives
absolutely no indication
that a single Jew ever lived
in Israel prior to recent
decades, or that Jews
remained in Israel through-
out the millennia. None of
the numerous archeological
sites left by Israel’s ancient
Jewish inhabitants are men-
tioned.

Instead, the State
Department leaves the false
impression that the region
was a Palestinian entity and
then suddenly Herzl came
up with the idea of insert-
ing a Jewish state. Simply
put, the State Department
blackout of Israel’s history
assists the fraudulent Pales-
tinian narrative.  

In addition, in contrast
with glowing descriptions of
Muslim countries’ cultures

and languages, the State
Department’s official
description of Israel never
mentions the ancient
Hebrew language or Israel’s
historical (or recent) cultur-
al, religious, poetic, artistic
and scientific contributions
to the world. Unlike their
rare Arab counterparts,
Israel’s prominent Nobel
laureates are never men-
tioned.

The State Department
description of the “people of
Israel” also promotes the
false claim that Jews are
usurpers of the land who all
originate from outside of
Israel:  

“The three broad Jew-
ish groupings [in Israel] are
the Ashkenazim, or Jews
who trace their ancestry to
western, central, and east-
ern Europe; the Sephardim,
who trace their origin to
Spain, Portugal, southern
Europe, and North Africa;
and Eastern or Oriental
Jews, who descend from
ancient communities in
Islamic lands.”

The real “origin” and
“ancestry” of Sephardim,
Ashkenazim and Eastern
Jews –– namely, dispersed
Jews who had lived in Israel
in past eras –– is not men-
tioned. The State Depart-
ment also neglects to men-
tion that today’s “people of
Israel” includes Jews whose
ancestors lived in Israel
through thousands of years
of turmoil and persecution.  

Moreover, the State
Department’s mention that
Israel’s people includes Jews
who “originated” in Arab
lands does not explain that
870,000 Jews came to Israel
as refugees from Arab
lands; having fled for their
lives in the face of Arab per-
secution, including Iraqi
laws which made “Zionism”
punishable by death; burn-
ings of synagogues and hun-
dreds of Jewish homes in
Syria; pogroms in Baghdad,
Morocco and Yemen; and
expulsions of Jews from
Egypt, Yemen and Libya. 

By contrast, the State
Department frequently
describes people in Muslim
lands as “Palestinian
refugees” and greatly exag-
gerates the number of indi-
viduals who might conceiv-
ably qualify for Palestinian
refuge status. Jordan’s peo-
ple are claimed to include
“approximately 1.7 million
registered Palestinian
refugees;” Syria’s people
“some 500,000 Palestin-
ian... refugees;” and
Lebanon “about 400,000
Palestinian refugees, some
in Lebanon since 1948.” 

In fact, there were only
approximately 600,000
Arabs living in Israel prior
to 1948 –– and many of
them remained in Israel as
Israeli citizens.

The U.S. State Depart-
ment country histories also
speak of “Palestinian
nationalists” long before
“Palestinian nationalism”
existed.  The State Depart-
ment’s history of Jordan
states that: “Transjordan
was one of the Arab states
which moved to assist Pales-
tinian nationalists opposed
to the creation of Israel in
May 1948, and took part in
the warfare between the
Arab states and the newly
founded State of Israel.”  

However, the Palestin-
ian Liberation Organization
was first created in 1964,
and first called for the cre-
ation of a Palestinian state
in 1974.  Prior to 1974, the
stated Arab goal was simply
to destroy Israel; after 1974
the goal changed to destroy-
ing Israel and replacing
Israel with a Palestinian
state.

Orwell noted: “Who
controls the past controls
the future.  Who controls
the present controls the
past.” 

It’s time to let President
Obama know that his
administration’s efforts to
control the future by dis-
torting and blacking out
Israel’s and the Jewish peo-
ple’s past are unacceptable.

IN MY VIEW: PURGING JEWISH HISTORY
Continued from Page One
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Summer
Special!

Full and half pages in 

Two 
weeks
only!

Payment in full required with order
Issues of July 10 and July 17

Call 516-569-4000 
to order or for information

Helene Parsons x. 290 
hparsons@thejewishstar.com
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In Hebrew it is
called Bamidbar. Trans-
lated, that would mean
desert, but we know
this fourth book of the
Torah in English as the
Book of Numbers. As
“desert” we would
think that this was a
geography book. As
“Numbers” we would
assume it is a math text. But, alas,
it deals with neither. 

This fourth book of the
Torah deals with the Jewish
people’s ordeals, conflicts and
mishaps on their journey in the
Sinai desert on their way to
Israel. So was their goal, a goal
that even conspired to deny the
very nation who served in servi-
tude in Egypt. This is the saga of
the Book of Numbers, Sefer
Bamidbar, that is read in syna-
gogues, worldwide, at  this time
of year.

Recently, two new transla-
tions of Sefer Bamidbar have
been published, each a part of
an ongoing series that, when
taken together and completed,
will represent some of the finest
in Torah scholarship in the Eng-
lish language.

The first is “Onkelos on the
Torah: Bemidbar” (Gefen, 2009)
with translation, commentary
and appendix by Rabbi Dr.
Israel Drazin and Rabbi Stanley
M. Wagner.

The second book is the sec-
ond, revised edition of “Torah:
Chumash Bemidbar” (Kehot
Publishing Society, 2009) by
editor in chief Rabbi Moshe
Yaakov Wisnefsky.

This coming week we will
read the double parshiot of
Chukat, dealing with the Parah
Adumah (red heifer),
and Balak, dealing
with the episode of
the pagan prophet
Bil’am and the talk-
ing donkey. Each of
these volumes treat
every episode of
this sefer in mutu-
ally exclusive
methodologies. I
will briefly cite sev-
eral examples to
help whet your
appetite.

The Onkelos
volume is more
than just a dry
translation of an
obscure ancient
tongue. The authors
have also sought to
bring together in
their commentary
the referencing of other classi-
cal commentators and contrast
their takes on the basic texts
with that of Onkelos, and to
thereby arrive at a clearer
understanding of that text. Also,
after each section, the authors
include a “Beyond the Text” sec-
tion detailing a series of chal-
lenges in the form of questions
for the reader to ponder as
he/she studies, in depth, the
texts and commentaries. These
questions are not the type you
would hear in your regular beis
medresh. They go laser sharp
into the  deeper meaning of the
events being learned and
attempt to quantify the text’s
content with that of other texts
in terms of the verbiage and
lingo used, as well as trying to
ascertain any parallelisms
between what is found here to
other texts in the Tanach.

The extensive appendix
found at the end of the book
includes a further detailed
extension of the commentary
wherein we are allowed to delve
even further into the many inci-
dents, trials and tribulations
found in the text.

One example is the opinion
of the Rambam in his “Guide to
the Perplexed” wherein he
teaches that the entire episode
in the Garden of Eden should be
understood as a parable.

Likewise, the Rambam
explains the incident of the don-
key speaking to Bil’am as a

prophetic vision.
Other sources are
brought in to give fur-
ther contrasting takes
on this whole
episode. Among them
are Saadia  Gaon, and
the ibn Ezra, who
view such incidences
as parables or figures
of speech.

By contrast, the chumash
from Kehot seeks to blend
together Rashi’s commentaries
with the interpolations as
expounded upon by the previ-
ous Lubavitcher Rebbe, of
blessed memory. These com-
mentaries are written in exquis-
ite English translations whose
clarity is deeply appreciated.
Even the most complex concepts
in mystical teachings are treated
with great linguistic care. Also
designed to help the learner are
numerous charts, new to this
edition, that help explain the
chronology of events, together
with  maps and diagrams as
well as charts that further
enhance the understanding of
this sacred writ.

As noted in my previous
reviews of this particular
Chabad-sponsored chumash
series, the overviews of each
parsha are among the best that I
have ever learned in the English
language. They are not just
summaries of the basic texts.
They are substantive learning
experiences that, if published
alone, would be immediately
heralded as classics in their
field. Just for this alone, I urge
you to check out this whole
series. To date, the books of
Bereishis, Shemos and Bamid-
bar are in print.

Bamidbar is the summer
Biblical classic of our faith and
thus sometimes finds itself
orphaned and wanting in terms
of subject matter for some vaca-
tioning rabbis and yeshiva
rebbes here at home. For those
of us staying put for most of this
summer, the chumashim
reviewed should be considered
for your learning pleasure.

These two volumes should
help, in no small measure, to
make up for this sermonic
deficit. Buy ‘em, read ‘em and
learn from some exceptionally
talented rabbis and scholars.

FOURTH OF JULY
PICKS

Inasmuch as this weekend
is centered  around our nation’s
birthday and that my personal
passion is the teaching of Ameri-
can history, it will now be my
pleasure to suggest to you my
picks for this year’s Fourth of
July readings. 

The first is titled, “We Hold
These Truths...” by Paul Aron.
This book of 242 pages deals in
24 short chapters with brief bios
and examples of historical expe-
riences with the wit and wis-
dom of our nation’s founding
fathers. The author deserves to
be commended for his choice of
historical events of a group of
people whose lives were filled

with events and achievements in
leadership that we rarely wit-
ness from our leaders today. The
book, it should be noted, is pub-
lished in association with The
Colonial Williamsburg Founda-
tion, in Virginia.

The next book is titled
“Signing Their Lives Away: the
Fame and Misfortune of the
Men Who Signed The Declara-
tion of Independence” by Denise
Kierman and Joseph D’Agnese.
This is a lighthearted work
about serious history, that of the

signers, detailing their bios but
also some rather obscure and at
times bizarre and humorous
facets of their life’s experiences.

One can only appreciate
this group of founders in terms
of the fact that each and every
one of them, in signing the dec-
laration, earned for himself a
death sentence from the British
Crown. Thankfully, none was
ever to face such a fate, but
most did lose their property and
many suffered for that for the
rest of their lives.

Of one thing I am certain:
when taken together you will
learn more from these two
books  than you ever learned in
school about those who made
possible the lives we all live on
these blessed shores. 

Have a good Shabbos and a
safe and joyous holiday week-
end from The Kosher Book-
worm.

T H E  K O S H E R  B O O K W O R M

From the fourth book of the Torah to the Fourth of July
From Sefer Bamidbar to the Founding Fathers

Alan Jay Gerber
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REAL ESTATE

CoOps & Condos/Sale

HEWLETT- (HEWLETT PARK) Top Floor 
Corner Unit. 2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath, Mint!
$259k. Owner: 516-524-5561

LAWRENCE: 1 BEDROOM, 1 1/2 bath, EIK 
w/window, terrace, hardwood floors, lots of
closet space, washer/dryer, Doorman
building, walk to all, asking $550,000.
516-984-5941

Apartments For Rent

CEDARHURST NO FEE Modern 2BD, 2Bth,  
CAC, W/W, W/D, Storage, Private
Entrance, Indoor Parking, Near All. Starting
At $1795 (516)860-6889/ (516)852-5135

Florida Real Estate

SUNNY FLORIDA, Own or Rent Your
Dream House, 

Price Reduced! Motivated Owner.  
Championship Golf Courses, 

Boca Raton Boca Woods Country Club.
LOCATION...LOCATION...LOCATION!

This 2 BR with Convertible Den, 2 Bths,
2-Car Garage, Large LR, DR, Breakfast

Area is Situated on a Cul-de-sac 
Street with a 

MAGNIFICENT LAKE VIEW.  
Brand New Tile Roof.  An Oversized

Patio with a PRIVATE POOL Completes
this Unique Residence.  Boca Woods

Features two 18-hole Championship Golf
Courses, Driving Range, Har Tru Tennis

Courts, Fitness Center, Large 
Heated Community Pool, Separate
Cabana Grill, Beautiful Very Active

Clubhouse, Pro Shop and Valet Parking
for Residents and Guests.  A 

Golf Course Membership is Required. 
MOTIVATED SELLER/ LANDLORD

Was $360K...NOW $269K. or Rent:
Was $4,250...NOW $2900/ Month

Please Call or E-mail Sunny Rappaport
for More Information or 

a Showing of this Lovely Property.  
BRANHAM REALTY INC. 561-306-2119

sunny.rappaport@ gmail.com

Help Wanted

Health & FitnessEMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

EDITOR/ REPORTER
Herald Community Newspapers, a 15-edi-
tion chain of local, community newspa-
pers, seeks an experienced newspaper
editor-reporter for one of its papers cov-
ering communities on the South Shore of
Nassau County.  We focus on community
news, on the people in the neighbor-
hoods we serve, covering the schools, 
events, crimes, celebrations, issues and 
happenings that affect our readership.
Qualified applicants must have at least
three years newspaper editing and
reporting experience.  Applicants must
provide a salary range sought.  Benefits,
good salary.

E-mail or fax resume to EDITOR, to
B. Barkley, Human Resources.
E-mail: BBarkley@liherald.com

Fax:  (516) 569-4942
Or mail to 2 Endo Blvd.,
Garden City, NY 11530
No phone calls, please.

Health & Fitness

Miscellaneous Services

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS 
ADVERTISING/OUTSIDE 

SALES
The Jewish Star

Seeks Aggressive, Outgoing,
Outside Salespeople for Immediate
Openings.  Excellent Opportunities
for Highly Motivated Self-Starters,
Especially as Second Income; High
Commission + Bonus; Work Near

Home in Lucrative Territories In and
Near Five Towns; Very Competitive
Benefits for F/T; P/T Also vailable;

Sell Products You're Proud of in
Warm, Family-friendly Environment.

Car and Cell Phone Required.
Email Resume and Cover Letter to 

mfertig@thejewishstar.com.  
Please, No Calls.

Miscellaneous Services

Help Wanted

MARKETING DIRECTOR-
P/T 

FLEXIBLE SCHEDULE
Richner Communications is looking for
a creative and forward thinking person
to handle their marketing, promotions,
and publicity. This is a part-time posi-
tion with flexibility in scheduling, but

would require some evening and week-
end hours to handle certain events

from time to time.  Some responsibili-
ties include: Development of sales and

marketing collateral to support the 
Sales Department, Develop cross plat-
form opportunities to expand our brand
in the community, Oversee all special

events as well as manage all budgetary
matters involving sales/ marketing

joint ventures. The ideal candidate will
have at least 5-8 years experience

working in publishing and marketing, 
strong written and verbal communica-

tion skills, previous event planning
experience, strong leadership and orga-
nizational skills and be skilled in effec-
tively designing and writing promotion-
al and presentation materials for sales
and management teams. Qualified can-

didates, email your cover letter and
resume to hr@thejewishstar.com 

All inquires are confidential.

C
7
9
5
5

ADVERTISING CONSULTANTS
JOIN OUR TEAM!

• SALES EXPERIENCE
• STRONG COMMUNICATION SKILLS
• CREATIVE
• ENERGETIC
• CAR NECESSARY

SALARY, WEEKLY COMMISSIONS, EXPENSES
BONUS QUARTERLY, 401K, HEALTH BENEFITS, 

DENTAL,  LIFE INSURANCE, 
VACATION,  SICK & PERSONAL TIME

RICHNER COMMUNICATIONS, INC.RICHNER COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
Publishers of the                 Community NewspapersPublishers of the                 Community Newspapers

CareersCareers

FOR
CONFIDENTIAL INTERVIEW

EMAIL YOUR RESUME TO: RGLICKMAN@LIHERALD.COM

FOR
CONFIDENTIAL INTERVIEW

EMAIL YOUR RESUME TO: RGLICKMAN@LIHERALD.COM
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Weightloss  Medications

www.MDThin.com

Phentermine, Phendimetrazine, etc 

for $80

(631) 462-6161 (516) 754-6001
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 Coast to coast, we give you the most!
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Reach the most qualified candidates at the lowest cost—
Using the Newspaper Classified Advertising Network.
The audience you need at a price
you can afford—
Perfect for hiring school administrators, 
medical personnel, truck drivers, etc.

wantedhelp
ads?

looking to place
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DAY HABILITATION WORKER WANTED
High School Diploma (higher education

preferred), reliable transportation & willingness 
to travel within Nassau County. 3 letters of

reference required, part time, flexible schedule,
competitive salary, apply in person.

Main office located @
128 Atlantic Ave. • Lynbrook, NY 11563

Contact Jeff Ridley at 516-823-9500 ext 250

CLASSIFIEDS
To Advertise In This Section, Call 516-632-5205

Weigh the Advantages
of Legal Advertising in 

For information on rates and 
coverage, contact our Legals Dept.

at 516-569-4000.

THE
JEWISH
STAR

THE
JEWISH
STAR

HIRING?
run Your Ad in The Jewish Star

Just Call Our Classified
Department at
516-632-5205

One phone call, one
order, one heck of a

good price to run your
ad in any state, or across

the country. Call the 
USA Classified Network

today! 
1-800-231-6152
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We pass along full donation value.
Call Chabad Direct:1(800)37-DONATE

Turn your Used Car into a New Mitzvah
It’s fully tax deductible & helps needy

Jews of all backgrounds

UMBRELLA TZEDAKA   COLLECTION

We Send a Mentsch, Not a Middleman! No “Gifts” That Jeopardize Deductibility.

Save on your Taxes by Donating Instead of Trading In!
MAXIMUM DEDUCTION GIVEN

Prompt 
Pickup!

FREE Towing!

(36628)



Celebrating America’s scenery

California is not only about the Pacific Ocean, but the sea, or better put, “The Beach,” is a defining part of this
huge state, home to the forces of nature and a variety of marine and animal life. A seagull soars over the
edge of the Pacific Ocean in California. 

failed to acknowledge the calen-
dar can now be pushed back
further into the closet or relocat-
ed to lower drawers of a bed-
room dresser.

But more significantly,
America’s birthday, which this
year is the 233rd, is a time to
celebrate America –– with our
families, our local communities,
and with others who share with
us this special place.

This is a date we need to
circle on the calendar as a time
to think about some of the vari-
ety of experiences that our great
country offers all the people
who live here, citizens and visi-
tors alike. Summer, in general,
is a time to get out, to travel
somewhere different, to meet
the neighbors, and to try to

avoid the traffic jams and tourist
traps while doing so. 

Over a couple of decades,
I’ve traveled to different places
in our country. Some for work,
recruiting students for Yeshiva
University in the mid to late-
80s, and lots just for my own
need to explore (we all need a
change of scenery from time to
time, some more than others). 

There are a handful of peo-
ple I know, and you probably
know similar types, who can put
30 or 40 pushpins into a wall
map of the Unites States, and
maybe they can do the same
with world destinations as well.
These adventurers have been
there, and they can talk about
it, even show you their photos. 

I’m not so experienced. I’ve
traveled, and been to lots of
places you probably haven’t, but
quantity is not one of my

dreams. For sure there are
places in this country that I do
want to get to, and that I must
get to; others I want to return
to, and spend more time at,
share with family, or just see
what I can do differently as an
older, more experienced photog-
rapher.

On these pages are more
than a handful of places that
I’ve experienced. You might not
recognize all of the locations,
but you’ll definitely recognize
some. Or at the least, the types
of moments and places that I
have explored and brought back
with me in color and black &
white, to prove I was actually
there, and that I did OK in cap-
turing some sense of the place
that was introduced to me.

Let pictures be my push-
pins.

Photos by Judah S. Harris

A peaceful spot for rowboating can be found near this sunlit clearing in Spring Glen, NY. 

A fisherman at work in Maine. 

New Mexico

Washington Heights (above) and
Washington, D.C. at right. 

Block Island, Rhode Island

Similar to
Cape Cod,
but less
celebrated,
Block Island,
is a ferry
ride away
from the
Rhode Island
mainland or
Montauk,
Long Island. 

Continued from Page One
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(Here’s why, in their own words)

"I read two daily newspapers ... at week's end I get four
Jewish weekly papers. Without a doubt, The Jewish Star
gives our family the greatest pleasure. The editorials, as
well as the paper in general, are well written and 
informative. This week's was right on the money! Bravo!"

"I didn't want the day to go by without me telling you 
how great I thought the article was ... about 45 people
called today ... all said they had read about [us] in 
The Jewish Star!

“Please add me to your mailing list. I enjoy your 
newspaper so much.”

“Bravo on accurate, timely, informative and unbiased
[coverage]. What a novelty in Jewish reporting!”

"Thanks again for a credible, inclusive, thoughtful paper."

WHY DO JEWISH STAR READERS REALLY READ THE ADS?

Learn about advertising in The Jewish Star
Call: 516-569-4000 x. 291

E-mail: mfertig@thejewishstar.com

Or visit us online at www.thejewishstar.com

Because they really read
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Ask About Our Unique Return Reservations
PROMPT, COURTEOUS SERVICE
24 HOUR SERVICE • 7 DAYS A WEEK
AIRPORT, PIERS, N.Y.C. ANYWHERE YOU WANT TO GO

1-800-962-RIDE 1-800-962-RIDE (7433)(7433)

RESERVRESERVAATIONSTIONS 825-6035825-6035
— DISCOUNT COUPON —

ONE COUPON PER TRIP

$1

$1

$1

$1

$1 COUPON
GOOD FOR TRIP TO 

AIRPORT ONLY

$5

$5

$5

$5

TRANSPORTATION TO 
CRUISE SHIP OUR SPECIALTY
$5 COUPON GOOD FOR TRIP 

TO PIERS ONLY

SEE OUR AD IN THE YELLOW PAGES DISCOUNTS CHANGE MONTHLY

CALL FOR 
PRICE QUOTE

Receive a $3.00 Discount When You Make a 
Return Reservation With Your Driver



B Y  E I L E E N  G O L T Z

My bestest friend Janice
and I were walking (the only
form of exercise besides eating
that we’re not allergic to) the
other day, contemplating, in our
infinite wisdom, exactly what
we thought the official food of
the Fourth of July should be.
While burgers, hot dogs, lemon-
ade and ice cream all made our
top 10 list, the one food that
had both of us salivating and
nodding our heads in agree-
ment was the pie. Or more
specifically for the Fourth, a
FRESH fruit/berry pie.

Making a crust for a pie is
both easy and complicated at
the same time. The ingredients
are simple, flour, shorting, salt,
(sometimes sugar) and water
while the technique is what
takes practice. The biggest prob-
lems most people have when
they first attempt to make a pie
crust is the tendency to over-
work the dough and to use
shorting that is too warm.

Once you get the crust
down, the fresh summer fruit
filling combinations are astro-
nomical. Don’t worry, most fruit
pie fillings are quite forgiving. If
you are making a mixed fruit
pie, feel free to vary the combi-
nations of fruit. If your taste
buds crave a pie sweeter than a
specific recipe, add a bit more
sugar. Just know that the filling
could become a tad more runny
or gummy. Personally, I don’t
worry so much about a little
extra juice or goo, just as long
as I get to eat it.

I’m lucky to have access to
excellent pie bakers who are all
very happy to share their exper-
tise and recipes. They say it’s
the crust that sets the tone for
the whole pie experience and
it’s the fruit filling that’s, pardon
the pun, the frosting on the
cake.

The Fourth of July is one of
those amazingly wonderful holi-
days that don’t require you to
do anything more than show up
and celebrate. So choose to
attend parades or fireworks or
barbeque or all of the above and
rejoice in the freedom to do so.
But, while you’re celebrating
with family and friends take a
moment to consider that there
are American men and women
out there in this crazy
world of ours
fighting
to pro-
tect

that freedom. This is the perfect
day to thank them, honor them
and pray for their safe return.

Pie Crust Tips:
!  Always chill pastry dough

before rolling and cutting, and
always chill it again afterwards,
before baking, to relax the
gluten.

!  For a two-crust pie, brush
a little water around the edge of
the bottom crust before placing
the top crust. This creates a
good seal once the two are
crimped together.

!  Left over dough can and
should be used. Cut out rounds
of leftover pie dough. Turn a
muffin pan upside down. Press
dough rounds onto bottoms of
muffin cups. Bake, placing the
upside down pan on a cookie
sheet at 425 for 7 to 8 minutes
or until lightly brown. Invert
pan onto a wire rack. Use tart
shells for pudding and other
desserts or fill with creamed
sauces.

!  Use waxed paper to mea-
sure your pie dough. The stan-
dard pie pan is 9 inches in
diameter so you’ll need a 12-
inch circle of dough. Since wax
paper comes in a 12-inch width,
simply tear off a piece 12 inches
long, then roll your circle of
dough so it touches the center
of all four sides of the square.

EZ PIE CRUST 
(pareve or dairy)

! 3 1/2 cups flour
! 1 tsp salt
! 1 cup solid shortening (mar-
garine, butter, Crisco, or a com-
bination)
! 3/4 cup cool water (more or
less) not cold

Combine the flour and salt
into the bowl of a food proces-
sor. Cut the shortening into 8
pieces Put shortening into the
processor. Pulse until the mix-
ture looks like small peas, with
the shortening being totally
incorporated into the flour.
Pour half the water in and
process for about 20 seconds.
Continue adding the water until
it comes together in a soft ball
of dough. You may need more
or less water depending on the
humidity. Do NOT OVER

PROCESS the dough. Work

S L I C E  O F  L I F E  

Pie for the 
Fourth of July 

See SLICE OF LIFE,
Page 12

Photos by Judah S. HarrisWide open space
A vast uninhabited openness characterizes New Mexico.
Threatening clouds (above); a fence stretches to the horizon
(below). Elsewhere, for miles and miles, there is little else but dis-
tinct rock mountain formations, the backdrop for many films over
the decades. 
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TUESDAY

JULY 14, 2009
12:00-7:00 PM

Raritan Center
3050 Woodbridge Ave

Edison, New Jersey

Register at
www.acteva.com/go/BTB

Real Estate & Building Management Pavilion

SEMINAR TOPICS

The Power of Email 
Marketing
by Constant Contact

Accounting Pro 2009
by Intuit QuickBooks
Nathan Frankel

CPE Credits

Ethics in Business;
Patronizing & Hiring
Acheinu Bnei Yisroel
Harav Sholom Kamentsky 
Shlita,
Rosh Yeshiva, Philadelphia 
Yeshiva

Paying Employees & 
Vendors Who Comes First?
Rav Dovid Grossman Shlita,

Vaad L’Inyonei Mishpat
CLE Credits

Doing Business with the
Federal Government
Sam Zalman Gdanski, Esq.

Real Estate
a Buyers or Sellers Market

Business Relationships 
through Networking
by Ron Coleman, Esq.

FREE
ADMISSION

LEARN • NETWORK • SHOWCASE • EXHIBITS • NEGOTIATE • PLAN • DEAL

718.633.5646

50
Booths of 

Business Service 
Providers

Sponsors:

PPI
www.publicityproductions.com
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S A L E
ON PRINTING

•   Bleeds add just $6 per M.
•   60# coated 2 side stock, 

add just $15 per M.

•  81/2 X 11 FLYERS
• 50# Offset 
• 4 Color Process 
• 2 Sided Printing
No setup charges if files 
are prepared in PDF format

e-mail Jackie at print@liherald.com
questions call 516-569-4000 ext 262

Send us your printing specs for prompt estimate.

color QUALITY
PRINTING 
a div. of Richner Communications, Inc

10,000
COLOR FLYERS

$375
 

ONLY



the dough as little as you have
to, just enough to keep it
formed in a ball.

Divide the dough into 3 or
4 equal portions. Cover the
dough and refrig-
erate it 30
minutes or
overnight.   
Take a hand-
ful of flour
and sprinkle
it over a flat
dry surface.
Put a ball of
the dough in
the middle of
the flour. Coat
your rolling pin
with flour. Start rolling
the dough with the pin, turning
the dough to get a round shape.
This may take several passes
over the dough, turning this
way and that. Flip the dough
over carefully, adding flour to
your surface as needed. Finish
rolling on this side to make a
circle that is 4” bigger than your
pan. Fold the dough in half;
place it in the pie pan unfolding
to fit. Trim it if necessary. You
want to have enough to fold the
edges under for a rim pressing
the edge. If you are making a
one crust pie like a pumpkin or
pecan you can crimp the edges
or press it down. Just make sure
that the edge is slightly higher
than the pie pan so that the fill-
ing doesn’t run out. Makes
enough dough for 2 - 9 inch
crusts with a little dough left
over.

CRISCO® PIE CRUST
(pareve)

SSiinnggllee  CCrruusstt
! 1 1/3 level cups flour
! 1/2 level teaspoon salt
! 1/2 cup Crisco®
! 3 tablespoons cold water

DDoouubbllee  CCrruusstt
! 2 level cups flour
! 1 level teaspoon salt
! ? cup Crisco® 
! 5 tablespoons cold water

! 9-inch Deep Dish Double Crust
or Two 10-inch Double Crust
! 2 2/3 cups flour
! 1 teaspoon salt
! 1 cup Crisco® 
! 7 to 8 tablespoons cold water

Spoon flour into measuring
cup and level. Mix flour and salt
in medium bowl. Cut in Crisco
using pastry blender (or 2
knives) until all flour is blended
in to form pea-size chunks.
Sprinkle with water, one table-
spoon at a time. Toss lightly
with fork until dough will form
ball. Divide dough in half, if
making double crust. Press
between hands to form one or
two 5 to 6-inch pancakes.

Flour dough lightly. Roll
into circle between sheets of
waxed paper on dampened
countertop. Peel off top sheet.
For single crust, trim one inch
larger than inverted 9-inch pie
plate. Flip into pie plate.
Remove other sheet and press
pastry to fit. Fold edge under
and press to form a crust higher
than the pan.

For a double crust, flour
each half of dough lightly. Roll
into circles between sheets of
waxed paper on dampened
countertop. Peel off top sheet
for bottom crust. Transfer bot-
tom crust to pie plate. Remove
other sheet and press pastry to
fit. Trim edge even with pie
plate. Add desired filling to
unbaked pie crust. Remove top
sheet from top crust. Lift top
crust onto filled pie. Remove
other sheet. Trim to 1/2-inch
beyond edge of pie plate. Fold
top edge under bottom crust.
Press edges together and crimp
or flute Cut slits in top crust to
allow steam to escape. Bake
according to specific recipe
instructions.

For single baked pie shell,
heat oven to 425. Thoroughly
prick bottom and sides with fork
multiple times to prevent
shrinking. Bake for 10 to 15
minutes or until lightly
browned. For recipe calling for
unbaked pie shell, follow baking
directions given in that recipe.
Modified from Crisco web site

MIXED UP STREUSEL
BERRY PIE 

(dairy or pareve)
CCrruusstt
! 2 1/4 cups flour
! 1 tablespoon sugar

! 1/2 teaspoon salt
! 7 tablespoons chilled unsalted
butter or margarine, cut into
1/2-inch cubes
! 1/3 cup chilled solid vegetable
shortening, cut into 1/2-inch
cubes

! 6 tablespoons
(about) ice water

TTooppppiinngg
! 6 table-
s p o o n s
( p a c k e d )
golden brown
sugar
! 6 table-
spoons whole

almonds
! 6 tablespoons

(3/4 stick) chilled
unsalted butter or mar-

garine, cut into 1/2-inch cubes
! 4 1/2 tablespoons old-fash-
ioned oats
! 4 1/2 tablespoons all purpose
flour

FFiilllliinngg
! 1 cup sugar
! 1/4 cup quick-cooking tapioca
! 2 tablespoons fresh lemon
juice
! 5 cups assorted fresh berries
(such as raspberries, blackber-
ries, and blueberries; about 8
ounces of each)

In a food processor com-
bine the flour, sugar, and salt.
Process until combined. Add
butter and shortening; using
on/off turns, cut in until mix-
ture resembles coarse meal. Add
5 tablespoons ice water and
process until moist clumps form,
adding more water by teaspoon-
fuls if mixture is dry. Gather
dough into ball; flatten into
disk. Wrap in plastic and chill at
least 1 hour.

FFoorr  ttooppppiinngg::
Combine all ingredients in

processor. Process until moist
clumps form. (Dough and top-
ping can be made 1 day ahead.
Cover topping and chill; keep
dough chilled. Soften dough
slightly at room temperature
before rolling out.)

FFoorr  ffiilllliinngg::
Mix sugar, tapioca, and

lemon juice in large bowl. Add
berries and toss gently to com-
bine. Let stand until tapioca
softens slightly, stirring occa-
sionally, about 45 minutes. Pre-
heat oven to 400. Roll out the
dough on lightly floured surface
to 15-inch round. Transfer to 9-
inch-diameter glass pie dish.
Trim dough overhang to 1 inch.
Fold overhang under and crimp
decoratively, forming high-
standing rim. Freeze crust 20
minutes. Spoon filling into
crust. Crumble topping evenly
over filling. Bake pie until crust
and topping are golden brown
and filling is bubbling, covering
loosely with sheet of foil if top-
ping browns too quickly, about
55 minutes. Transfer pie to rack
and cool at least 3 hours. (Can
be made 8 hours ahead. Let
stand at room temperature.) Cut
pie into wedges and serve. 
Submitted by Alice Pincer NY
NY modified from
epicurious.com

STRAWBERRY MAR-
GARITA PIE (dairy)

! 1 ready made graham cracker
crust
! 1 lb strawberries, halved (3
1/2 cups)
! 1 tablespoon finely grated
fresh lime zest (from 3 limes)
! 1/4 cup fresh lime juice (from
2 limes)
! 1 (14-oz) can sweetened con-
densed milk
! 2 tablespoons tequila
! 2 tablespoons triple sec, Coin-
treau, or other orange-flavored
liqueur
! 1 1/2 cups chilled heavy cream
! Garnish: small strawberries

Purée strawberries, zest,
lime juice, condensed milk,
tequila, and liqueur in a food
processor or blender until just
smooth, and then transfer to a
large bowl.

In the bowl of an electric
mixer beat the cream until it
just holds stiff peaks. Fold one
third of cream into strawberry
mixture, and then fold in
remainder in 2 batches. Pour
the filling into crust, mounding
it slightly in the center, and
freeze, uncovered, until firm,
about 4 hours. Remove from
freezer and let soften in refriger-
ator, about 40 minutes, before
serving (pie should be semi
soft). Serves 8

SLICE OF LIFE: PIE RECIPES
Continued from Page One
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Ask About Our Interest-FREE Financing Option

“We Can Service Your Existing System.”

WE SERVICE ALL TYPES OF
LAWN SPRINKLER SYSTEMS

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL

$100 OFF
Any New Installation

Offer valid on when you present this coupon.
Can not be combined with any other offer.

“ON SALE”

Long Island’s leading lawn sprinkler 
company, with over 40 years experience, 
can install a custom-designed system 
for your home with no damage to your 
lawn or shrubs.
Call Today for No-Obligation 

Survey and Estimate

• Best Quality • Best Service • Best Pricing

516-486-7500
www.lawnsprinklers.com
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